WEST WITTERING PARISH COUNCIL

Red House,

100, Middleton Road,

Middleton on Sea,

West Sussex, PO21 6DL

Tel.01243 582667, Fax 01243 586511

19th March 2009
Dear Mr. Carvell,
Re Complaint - West Wittering Village Design Statement and 55 Marine Drive West, West Wittering – Appeal App/L3815/A/08/2089682/NWF 

The contents of the above detailed Appeal document prepared by Mr P Filtness has been brought to the attention of the Parish Council. The Parish Council does not object to the application however the matter of the treatment of the VDS in the Appeal document is of extreme concern.
The Parish Council wishes to record an objection to Paragraphs 3.14 & 3.15 as they are factually incorrect, totally unacceptable and belittle the West Wittering Village Design Statement (WW VDS).

It is not a matter whether the District Council  permits or refuses planning applications  that concerns the Parish Council but the manner in which Mr Filtness has undermined the WW Village Design Statement in the process of his document “Proof of Evidence” (CDC dated 9th March 2009) to suit his specific needs in the Appeal documents - paragraphs 3.14 and 3.15  These are set out in such a way as to completely undermine the WW VDS which is  totally unacceptable and the content should be rescinded before the appeal hearing in early April. The Parish Council’s comments are outlined further below;
a) VDS process/development & Formal Consultation Processes: Mr Filtness said “as far as he is aware the WW VDS was not subject to any formal consultation process”        You should be aware that CDC recommended a qualified Senior Planner (Vicky Blamire) at the Chichester Harbour Conservancy to guide the WW village volunteers and Parish Council in preparing the VDS. This was undertaken in a very professional manner and considered extremely successful.  In May 2006 the Consultation Process was followed to the letter as proposed by Jeff Lander of CDC – the team circulated the formal draft document to all the West Wittering village businesses, Residents Associations, Estate Agents etc. together with the 30 external consultees (specialist planning companies and Government bodies – including CDC- as listed by Jeff Lander & Vicky Blamire).  All the feedback received was taken into consideration in the final document.  This is clearly stated in the WW VDS Appendix I – Statement of Consultation.  Mr Filtness has clearly not read the WW VDS and has tried to undermine the document by stating that it was not subject to any formal consultation process, which clearly it was.  This is totally unacceptable to the Parish Council and the Council would like your assurance that this comment is removed from the statement to the Appeal Inspector. 
b) On 11th July 2006 the CDC Executive Board formally approved the WW VDS as planning guidance and agreed therefore it will be a material consideration in determination of relevant planning applications.  Mr Filtness is suggesting to the Planning Inspector that the “WW VDS is simplistic and misleading” This is also totally unacceptable.  His comments are taken out of context and he has chosen to ignore the supporting Planning Guidelines and photographs, instead his character analysis could be summed up as an “eclectic” mix of properties (see WW VDS Planning Guideline 40) and finally analysed in terms of statistical boundary widths.  We have never seen statistical boundary widths included in any other VDS?  If Mr Filtness wishes to demonstrate a point through this analysis that is obviously acceptable – but to comment adversely about the WW VDS is not necessary or accurate.

The Parish Council feels that to avoid the undermining of the WW VDS as discussed above the two Paragraphs 3.14 & 3.15 must be removed from this document to avoid any precedence being set for the future and an apology to the Parish Council for the misinformation Mr Filtness incorporated in this document. Going forward, please could you confirm that the VDS will not be mis represented in this way in any future planning applications or appeals? 
Yours sincerely

Mrs Joanne Brown,

Clerk, West Wittering Parish Council
S. Carvell Esq,

Chichester District Council

East Pallant

Chichester 

West Sussex
