WEST WITTERING PARISH COUNCIL

Red House,

100, Middleton Road,

Middleton on Sea,

West Sussex, PO22 6DL

Tel 01243 582667

30th June 2016
Dear Mr Frost

WWPC – NDP Steering Group

At a meeting of West Wittering Neighbourhood Plan volunteers on 14th June 2016 which was attended by Valerie Dobson and consultants from AiRS, questions were raised about the effectiveness of a Neighbourhood Plan on which the Council would value your opinion.
The adopted Local Plan has allocated 50 new homes for West Wittering. As these have already been delivered (the Sandpiper Walk development) there would appear to be no necessity to allocate further areas for development to remain within the plan. 
However we understand that the plan was only approved by the inspector on a commitment by CDC to review housing numbers in five years and that the process of preparing the five year revision has already started.
Assuming that West Witterings Neighbourhood Plan is in force before a revised Local Plan is brought in, two questions have arisen. 
1.
When the Local Plan is reviewed what weight will be given to our Neighbourhood Plan?

2.
If the Revised Local Plan requires new housing for West Wittering in excess of that set out in the Neighbourhood Plan what is the status of the Neighbourhood Plan? Does it become invalid and unenforceable? Would it have to be redone?
The last question is particularly relevant as volunteers are in short supply and there is potential widespread scepticism about the exercise. Having extolled everyone to consider their vision for 15 years the possibility that the exercise might have to be repeated in four years’ time is destructive.
I look forward to hearing your comments.

Yours sincerely
Mrs J.K.M. Brown,

Clerk to the Council

Mr. A. Frost
Chichester District Council,

Planning and Strategic Services,

East Pallant,

CHICHESTER,

W Sussex,

