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Communication Language and Literacy
Introduction

At Alfreton Nursery School, we endeavor to make every child’s unique learning journey an exciting adventure, which promotes a real love of learning that will last a lifetime.  As a school which places the rights of children at the centre of everything it does, we spend a great deal of time respecting the needs of every individual child in school – physical, mental, emotional, spiritual, and linguistic.  Communication, Language and Literacy is integral throughout our nursery provision and is embedded through an imaginative, stimulating approach that strives to promote creative thinkers and confident communicators.  We are inclusive with the relationships that we build with our families and each other, encouraging a partnership of learning which enables our children to thrive.  Our curriculum develops through stories and this promotes a real connection to books and a visual stimulus to encourage Communication, Language and Literacy skills for all.     
Aims
· To create an enthusiasm for all aspects of Communication, Language and Literacy, in all its forms, from being motivated to share stories and wanting to explore emergent writing opportunities, to building the confidence to talk and become  purposeful communicators
· To create motivating learning experiences that support and extend children’s language skills such as singing, imaginative role play, talking times, storytelling, Makaton signing and language extension and challenge through P4C and Aspiration Times.
· To support, understand and respect all levels of our children’s communication development with added interventions and the enlisting support of Professionals i.e. SLT and ECAT, where necessary.  
· To nurture and develop confidence and a love and enthusiasm for language in all its forms - nonverbal, spoken, written and read, and to make these exciting and engaging, promoting a desire to communicate, be storytellers, writers and open their world of imagination.  
· To support the children’s physical development alongside their Literacy skills to enable appropriate muscle strengthening, particularly linked to writing
· To promote traditional nursery rhymes and stories with our families, to create a continuity of language between home and school.    
Consultation:

Policy written by Laura Dolby in consultation with (include other staff/agencies etc if applicable)

Sources and references:

Ie           EYFS Framework 2018, ECAT, Ferre Laevers
Procedures and practice
All forms of Communication, Language and Literacy are embedded in every aspect of nursery.  The children are encouraged to communicate through stimulating play opportunities and are supported to engage in language, with sensitive interventions that encourage, consolidate and extend their communication skills. The story times are differentiated to promote a love for stories that the children can engage with, as they develop their own storytelling confidences, these can then be independently explored through storybook opportunities throughout the nursery.  Interventions that are specifically designed to support and extend literacy and language skills, include : Roly Poly Friday, Dough Disco, Finger Gym, Yoga, Stem (strengthening muscles) Target Time, Squiggle Wiggle Disco and Loose Parts, (extending writing skills), Moo Music, Nursery Rhyme Time, Makaton singing and signing, (Language skills), P4C and Aspiration Group (challenging Language skills) Ferre Laevers interventions to support all and Love Heart Group to support their EWB. 
Equal opportunities:

We work closely with trained professionals that offer bespoke learning engagement for children that may need extra support, this can include ECAT professionals, SLT’s, Additional Needs support Professionals.  We strive very hard to ensure that all our children make the best possible progress relevant to their developmental needs and this includes building close relationships with our families to ensure a continuity of learning and understanding. Specific interventions such as Bucket Time, Pecs, Makaton signing and SLT support, Sensory room engagement, will always be encouraged to allow our children’s needs to be supported and met.    

Health and safety:

Ensuring children move appropriately and safely to develop and strengthen physicality i.e. yoga 
Planning:
Planning covers all aspects of Communication, Language and Literacy. The Literacy Curriculum is an important element of all curriculum areas. The Literacy Co-ordinator ensures that Communication, Language and Literacy are an integral part of teaching and learning throughout both the indoor and the outdoor areas.  

Specific planning is available to support a whole range of Literacy interventions, such as Literacy Target Time Plans, Aspiration Group planning, P4C Planning, Roly Poly Friday Planning, Yoga Planning etc and Literacy and Language are at the heart of our overall planning.    
Teaching:
High quality teaching from all professionals within the nursery ensure that our children are supported through a creative approach to language and Literacy.  We are all highly skilled in our ability to sensitively question, observe and intervene appropriately, challenge and extend and ensure that a wealth of Literacy opportunities surround our children.  Specific teaching through initiatives such as Literacy Target time P4C and Aspiration Group, focus on key aspects of Literacy and language i.e. writing and phonic awareness and extending thinking skills, knowledge and vocabulary.  This ensures that children’s abilities are differentiated, supported and extended where appropriate.  Initiatives such as bucket Time and Makaton ensure that all children have the opportunity to engage in communication and literacy engagement relevant to their developmental needs.  
Organisation/Resources:

Everything in nursery is a resource for language.  Specific resources such as Target Time Resources, nursery rhyme stones, Squiggle Wiggle resources, Interesting artefacts to promote discussion Specially chosen storybooks, reference books and storybook resources etc, are in place and it is the responsibility of the Team member teaching the interventions to maintain and develop the specific teaching resources they may be using.  

Assessment:

Literacy progress is monitored closely in all areas through a range of assessment opportunities including photographic evidence of pencil hold, Literacy Target Time assessments, Forest School data, ECAT data, Ferre Laever’s data and these all feed into our main rigorous EAZ Mag assessment system.   The data that this system can provide for specific cohorts of children in all areas of Communication, Language and Literacy can be scrutinised and these discussions lead to changing or adapting teaching and learning opportunities, to ensure the relevant progress is made for all children. 

Monitoring and review:

The Link Governor with responsibility for Communication, Language and Literacy is primarily responsible for monitoring the implementation of this policy. This will be through annual discussion with the curriculum leader.  The governor will report on this to the ………………………….. committee annually. The work of the curriculum leader will also be subject to review by the Head Teacher as part of the school’s performance management arrangements.  
The Head Teacher and Senior Management Team will review the policy in line with the School Improvement Plan Overview and monitoring schedule.
Concluding notes

As a Teaching School we have SLE’s that can offer support and development opportunities for other schools and professionals, role modelling and supporting excellent practice.  The Literacy Coordinator is an SLE and has extensive knowledge about all areas of Communication, Language and Literacy, and regularly supports and role models for visiting professionals, School Direct Students, NVQ students as well as supporting the work of the Local Authority.  We work very closely with other schools and professionals to ensure the Teaching and learning that we offer to our children and their families is of an outstanding quality.  We constantly strive to do more and to disseminate our practice to help others to do the same.  
Other documents and appendices:

The Communication, Language and Literacy Policy should be read in conjunction with our policies 
ECAT, 
Ferre Laevers, 
AMA Policies

Language Builders ECAT support documentation
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Safeguarding children at Alfreton Nursery School is our highest priority.


