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ICT/Computing Policy
On-line Safety in a Digital World Policy

December 2019
Introduction

At Alfreton Nursery School, we endeavor to make every child’s unique learning journey an exciting adventure, which promotes a real love of learning that will last a lifetime.  As a school which places the rights of children at the center of everything it does, we spend a great deal of time respecting the needs of every individual child in school – physical, mental, emotional and spiritual.  Each curriculum area is taught with the needs of every child at its core and all practitioners in school acknowledge the responsibility they have to provide a curriculum that is creative and stimulating.  This curriculum nurtures all children and allows them to be successful and proud of their achievements.
Aims
· Every child has the right to an education that develops their talents.  This education must nurture a child’s respect for themselves, others and their environment.

(UNCRC.  Article 29)

· It is every child’s entitlement to an education which stimulates and challenges their abilities and interests.  As a school we recognise our responsibility to nurture intellectual curiosity, celebrating all children’s abilities.

· Alfreton Nursery School aims to enable all children to learn the appropriate skills, and acquire the appropriate confidence with which to develop their individual understanding and experience of ICT and Computing.  
· Through direct first hand interaction children will learn rapidly and confidently.  Their skills and knowledge will be consolidated each time they actively engage in ICT and Computing.
Consultation:

Policy written by Amanda Hubball in consultation with Alfreton Nursery School SMT and approved by governing body.

Sources and references:

The following documentation underpins all practice, provision and policy/procedure in school

· Keeping Children Safe in Education

· EYFS Framework 2018

In addition to the above, our ICT and Computing offer in school draws on the expertise and guidance from Barefoot Computing and CAS (Computing at School – of which we are members and for whom we play the role Lead School).

Additionally, CEOP resources ThinkUknow are also used to support children’s learning about online safety.

Procedures and practice
With support and encouragement children will learn to control and manipulate the ICT in the nursery environment and independently access their own learning through a wide range of curriculum-based hard/software.  Our aim is that children actively engage in a range of ICT activities, questioning and manipulating the function and control of ICT at all levels.  The computing curriculum is taught with and without computers (unplugged), enabling children to understand the language of computing and how to engage in computational thinking in everyday life.  Children will learn how to link their computational thinking with other skills, for example through the school’s focus on STEM learning.

On-line safety in a digital world

· CEOP Ambassadors in school – Amanda Hubball (Teacher) & Peter Ellse (Governor)
Supporting policies are also available to be read alongside this statement.  

As educators of very young children all practitioners lead by example.  Appropriate use of the internet is always demonstrated and parents are informed/educated about the importance of safe internet use at different points throughout the year and within different contexts.  We recognise a responsibility to help parents to remain vigilant when using the internet.   Staff do not engage inappropriately in social networking sites.  The PREVENT agenda remains a central focus for our vigilance and any behaviour that is in contradiction of British values will be dealt with in a swift and uncompromising manner.  

Equal opportunities:

Inclusivity is an underpinning principle of provision in school.  Our ethos is that of high aspirations for all children and a fully inclusive approach to every individual child ensures that children’s unique abilities are recognised, celebrated and nurtured through a broad and rich curriculum offer.  All children are challenged and supported to progress at an individually appropriate rate, and computational learning is central to our curriculum offer.  
Health and safety:

A generic approach to the health and safety of children is appropriate, as no specifically risk attributed activities are routinely included within the practice of implementation of the ICT/Computing curriculum offer for individual children.  

On line safety in a digital world is an underpinning principle that supports all work which uses the internet and children are taught explicitly using CEOP resources.
All adults working in school are fully aware of the principles of safety online and have signed all relevant policies associated with safe and responsible internet use.  
We are a ‘No Phone Zone’ in school.

Planning:

· Differentiated curriculum planning booklets for ICT/Computing – Amanda Hubball

· The responsibility for the planning behind provision for targeted input for Computing & ICT  and other computing based interventions – Amanda Hubball 

· Planning support – Louise Ashmore and Michelle Bacon

Teaching:

All teaching is fully differentiated and all staff are fully trained and in possession of information related to the latest developments in high quality cross curricular practice.

Roles and Responsibilities

Teaching Staff

· To deliver lessons and other learning activities which offer differentiation and creativity to all children.

· To use ICT to support teaching across the curriculum

· To use ICT indoors and outdoors as appropriate

· To take responsibility for personal skill development and communicate any perceived weaknesses to the subject leader. - Therefore ensuring support and training.

· To contribute to the on-line record keeping and assessment systems of all children as appropriate.

· To attend CPD/ICT meetings, thus ensuring high professional standards

· To support children with their use of the internet and follow e-safety guidance at all times.

· To remain aware of the PREVENT agenda.

Organisation/Resources:

Adult expertise, digital resources and other materials are all used creatively to support learning.  The associated curriculum coordinators monitor and purchase the majority of curriculum resources, if they are needed for a specific focus.  Collectively the whole team share responsibility for identifying resourcing needs which occur in the overall daily provision.

As part of the coordinator and governor roles, annual audits ensure that ICT in school remains cutting edge both in its resourcing and its classroom application.

Adult deployment for computing/ICT provision is shared amongst all members of the teaching staff and in addition to the coordinator, the link practitioners also share in the responsibility for maintaining an overview of standards in this area of our school practice.

Roles and Responsibilities:

Link Practitioners – Louise Ashmore & Michelle Bacon

· To support the ICT Coordinator in disseminating and training staff in their use of ICT in the classroom.

· To seek CPD opportunities and work in liaison with the subject leader to drive up standards and ensure a creative and needs driven experience for all children and staff.

· To support in the up-keep and purchasing of subject specific resources

· To lead and monitor the use of Twitter, Instagram and Facebook as a communication tool between school, families and the wider community.

· To remain aware of the PREVENT agenda.

Assessment:

Informal monitoring and assessment procedures are conducted by all staff, e.g. observations, discussion and staff meetings. 
More formal assessment systems include EazMag data analysis system, Tapestry online learning journal, curriculum tracking systems and the Ferre Laevers well-being and involvement monitoring system.  For more information on assessment and monitoring, please see the Recording and Assessment policy.

Monitoring and review:
Roles and Responsibilities:

ICT Subject Leader – Amanda Hubball

· To review and maintain an overview of the breadth and quality of ICT/Computing experiences being offered and received in school.

· To ensure the inclusivity of ICT teaching and opportunity

· To initiate and plan for ICT/Computing lessons in school

· To support other teaching staff to work with ICT equipment both in lessons and for administrative/record keeping purposes.

· To attend CPD opportunities, adopt and implement relevant new initiatives and keep other members of staff up to date in their knowledge and skills.

· To encourage and support with the continued professional development of other staff with their understanding and use of ICT.

· To support staff in school with their training needs, drawing on the skills of the whole team.

· To monitor the attainment and progress of children in the area of ICT/Computing and initiate the modification of school practice, systems and procedures accordingly.

· To ensure that staff are aware that on-line safety is always a priority when working with children using the internet

· To remain vigilant in terms of the PREVENT agenda.

· To ensure cutting edge ICT provision is available for the children, e.g. augmented reality.

· To take responsibility for the up-keep and purchasing of subject specific resources

· To be a CEOP Ambassador and maintain the school community links with a view to education about internet safety.

· As a CEOP Ambassador, to plan, implement and regularly review the Thinkuknow provision for children in school

· To monitor and review the use and impact of online record systems designed to engage parents and families in the sharing of the early years experiences of their children.

· To monitor and maintain an overview of the quality and impact of the school website.

Head Teacher

· To have overall responsibility for all matters relating to ICT within the school, on-line safety in a digital world and the focus on PREVENT.

· To ensure appropriate and up-to-date CPD for the subject leader in order to drive standards and provision forward.

Link Curriculum Governors – Gill O’Hagan and Peter Ellse

· To monitor annually the provision for ICT

· To monitor termly the attainment data related to ICT

· To be a critical friend to school practitioners, challenging practice where appropriate and driving up standards.

Office Staff

· To use computing equipment safely and effectively to support their administrative role in school

· To respect the school’s code of practice when using ICT

· To remain aware of the PREVENT agenda.

IT Technician – Monthly support, paid for by school
· To offer technical support when needed and when appropriate

· To order resources when needed

· To install software according to licences etc

· To ensure back-ups of data are performed as necessary

· To maintain and monitor the filtering and anti-virus systems in school

· To support all staff as appropriate,  with issues relating to their role

The work of the curriculum leader will be subject to review by the Head Teacher as part of the school’s performance management arrangements.  The Head Teacher and Senior Management Team will review the policy in line with the School Improvement Plan Overview and monitoring schedule.
Concluding notes

The Specialist Leader of Education (SLE) who is responsible for sharing good ICT/Computing practice within and beyond the school, through our role as a Teaching School, is Amanda Hubball.
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Safeguarding children at Alfreton Nursery School is our highest priority.


