Alfreton Nursery School

Active participation by children in their own learning

Every child has the right to an education that develops their talents.  This education must nurture a child’s respect for themselves, others and their environment.

(UNCRC.  Article 29)

Children are encouraged to become active participants in their own learning and they are aware of expectations and targets which are set for them personally and also as a group. There are many strategies, which we employ to empower the children in our school and to give them a voice which is heard.
· Children are aware that there are learning intentions behind the activities and many ask practitioners on a daily basis what the aims of the activities are, e.g. ‘What are we doing today?’
· Each time a child of an appropriate ability approaches an activity, practitioners encourage them to think and verbally communicate their plans/intentions, thus empowering the child to set a personal target.

· Children who are not at the stage of being able to think ahead and plan their actions are given a ‘recap’ on what they have done/experienced from the practitioner through praise and support at the end of an activity.

· Through setting up situations where rewards are given for positive behaviour and achievement, children become aware of the desirable consequences of such behaviour, often challenging themselves to achieve highly in order to achieve positive recognition.
· The concepts and language of ‘respect’, ‘rights’ and ‘responsibilities’ enables the children to reflect on, modify and respond to their own and others behaviour.  Children are aware that they have the right to be looked after and that they in turn have responsibilities.  To be actively aware and involved in meeting their own and others needs empowers the children to make conscious decisions with carefully considered consequences.  
· Children of this age respond to immediate feedback and short term targets. Within the ‘target time’ system children are introduced to small individual targets. They are not aware of larger termly targets, but are actively aware of the smaller step by step targets, which lead to the overall aim.

· When assessments are being made, e.g. writing and drawing samples taken, children are told why they are being taken to allow them insight into the purpose and thus empower them to respond accordingly if they so wish.

· Children have opportunities to independently choose the resources they wish to use, in all areas of nursery. 

· Through regularly informing parents of children’s progress, experiences and targets, the children have a greater chance of being encouraged to extend and also discuss their learning at home.

· Children are encouraged to verbally evaluate their work and are provided with opportunities to modify processes and outcomes if appropriate.

· Each week, different children take part in personalising their own learning by making wishes which influence their learning environment.  The Wish Fairy character supports this work. 
· Children who have been identified as being academically more able use the puppet Target Terry to set individual targets for themselves and there is a link with home, which encourages personal target setting to stretch beyond school.

· By working with children on their self esteem and confidence, (Ferre Laevers, the Love Heart Group etc), children are taught to believe in their right to take ownership of their own learning and express their views.
· Through Forest School experiences children have their independence fostered and they are empowered to make personal choices.
· Story sessions, the Aspiration Group and other focused input often begin by making children aware of the session’s expectations and why they exist. Children are encouraged to take active roles within the sessions, thus allowing the development of knowledge and skills within an open and engaging environment.
All practitioners believe in the fundamental right of children to participate in and access their learning independently and with confidence.

· Children are allowed to make independent choices about where they work and when they access different learning experiences. This independence encourages decision-making skills and provides freedom of choice for children to control their learning.  Clearly this is monitored and practitioners react strategically in order to encourage a broad use of the curriculum, without removing this free choice.

· Personalised learning, using the ‘Wish Fairy’ is a large element to the provision within the nursery.
· Children become positive role models for each other which also enables all children to be aware of what they are possibly striving to achieve.

· As the environment and the resource provision change during each session children exercise freedom of choice to move, engage and select independently.

· Children with SEN are treated equally and are encouraged to take an independent and confident role in their learning, at whatever level is appropriate for them.

· Children identified as being academically more able are made aware of their strengths and encouraged to take a lead role in their own learning.  In addition to spontaneous developments, children on the AMA register set their own learning targets, which nominated members of staff support.
·  Children understand why they are exposed to their learning experiences and have an awareness of their personal ability in order to become realistically ambitious for themselves. Through empowering children, their learning will feel under their own control and will have personal meaning.
ICT is such a fundamental element to our provision and is so embedded into all curriculum areas, that as children become ever more exposed to the power of computing in their everyday lives, provision in school will equip them with the knowledge and skills they need to use this ICT to empower them in their learning.
As a school which places the rights of children at the centre of everything it does, we spend a great deal of time respecting the needs of every individual child in school – physical, mental, emotional and spiritual.  Each curriculum area is taught with the needs of every child at its core and all practitioners in school acknowledge the responsibility they have to provide a curriculum that is creative and stimulating.  This curriculum nurtures all children and allows them to be successful and proud of all their achievements.  
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