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Expressive Arts and Design Policy
Policy written and amended by Laura Dolby – Spring 2018

	Valley Arts Statement
We, in Valley Arts, believe that learning takes place across all aspects of a child’s experience; through their school life both in and out of lessons, as well as in all of the enrichment that fills the spaces in between.




“Creativity is fundamental to successful learning.  Being creative enables children to make connections between one area of learning and another”

(Curriculum Guidance for the foundation stage. QCA 2000)

Development Matters in The Early years Foundation Stage documentation states that…

‘Children are born ready and eager to learn, they actively reach out to engage with other people, and in the world around them. Development is not an automatic process; however it depends on each unique child having opportunities to interact in positive relationships and enabling environments.’

At Alfreton Nursery we aim to create a stimulating environment that encourages and inspires the children’s creative responses throughout the expressive arts.  Quality creative opportunities throughout the expressive arts are provided for the children within their indoor and outdoor environments.  All creative learning opportunities are developed and extended through first hand experiences that are open ended and allow the children to use individualism and freedom of expression.  The children’s individualism and ability to use the creative stimuli and materials provided, is respected and encouraged at all times and their creative expressions celebrated and praised.  Through our in depth awareness of the children, their levels of ability, knowledge, confidence and skill, we aim to differentiate our creative arts experiences to meet each individual child ensuring that they all have arts experiences that allow for success, and that celebrate their creative expression at whatever level of learning they may achieve.
As a school which places the rights of children at the centre of everything it does, we spend a great deal of time respecting the needs of every individual child in school – physical, intellectual, emotional and spiritual.  Each curriculum area is taught with the needs of every child at its core and all practitioners in school acknowledge the responsibility they have to provide a curriculum that is creative and stimulating. This curriculum nurtures all children and allows them to be successful and proud in all of their achievements.  

Every child has the right to an education that develops their talents.  This education must nurture a child’s respect for themselves, others and their environment.

(UNCRC.  Article 29)
During the Summer Term 2018 we will have a weekly artist in residence (Turned on Its Head) who will be working very closely with the nursery team and our children to develop creative opportunities throughout the nursery, with a particular focus on literacy, movement and dance.  This research project will be used as a pilot for inclusion in our Teaching School Strategic School Improvement Fund bid (April-September 2018) which is being written in consultation with the Derbyshire Education Improvement Partnership Board.  By sharing this pilot project with other schools, this also supports the next part of our Inclusion Quality Mark journey as we strive to become an IQM Centre of Excellence.
The project will replicate work commissioned by Loughborough Campus Nursery in order to:

· Develop creative practice in the area of dance, movement and literacy
· Embed Our Creative Adventure tools in everyday practice

· Developing ways to engage parents in their child’s learning

· Consider practical ways of Nursery Schools and PVI settings engaging in projects where experiences and learning can be shared.
The artist will be fully engaged with the nursery team and will stimulate creativity throughout the nursery which will filter into our creative families.  This is a very exciting opportunity to develop new skills and inspire our own Practitioners to be able to challenge and extend the children’s creativity in directions that they previously may not have had the skills or the confidence and knowledge to pursue.  This is an exciting opportunity to develop and learn as a whole school through the experiences of a professional artist and will be treasured as a very valuable and unique learning journey for all. 
We constantly seek to engage with local artists and organisations to ensure we maximise on local and regional creative opportunities that may be available. These include Valley Arts, Platformthirty1 (Black Shale), Lea Primary, Turned on Its Head, Tamba Roy, Moo Music and The Mighty Creatives.  Staff continue to attend local meetings and regional arts conferences to ensure school’s knowledge of the arts remains current.  We have separate Creative & Expressive Arts School Improvement Plan which is regularly reviewed and up-dated as opportunities arise.  
Our detailed planning throughout The Expressive Arts enables us to give careful thought and consideration to the needs of our children and we aim to offer them all an Expressive Arts curriculum that is enriched and reflects quality, flexibility, detail and a genuine enthusiasm for the arts.  Our detailed planning has clear differentiated levels of learning and provides relevant detailed vocabulary for extension.  Each area of the Expressive Arts has been planned for in depth, looking at early development, to the achievement of The Early Learning Goals.  We have generic plans for each area of The Expressive Arts and these have been developed very closely using the EYFS documentation and the Development Matters in the Early Years Foundation Stage documentation. These have been progressively developed through Early Development, The Early Learning goals and then finally reaching the Academically More Able.  The children’s experiences are extended through continuous evaluating and adaptation through flexibility within the planning that allows us to build on children’s personal responses and feed into new experiences that extend their creative explorations.     We aim to provide positive role modelling that supports and enhances children’s skills.  These aim to develop various techniques and knowledge, nurture their confidence, extend their vocabulary and creating an enthusiasm for creativity, whilst always maintaining high quality learning opportunities through varied creative experiences. 
Through the use of careful questioning skills, reflections and appropriate challenge, problem solving and independent selection and decision-making, we aim to extend children’s creative development further through the expressive arts.
“Good teaching is not just a matter of being efficient, developing competence, mastering technique and possessing the right kind of knowledge.  Good teaching also involves emotional work.  It is infused with desire, pleasure, passion, creativity, challenge and joy”
(Derbyshire Advisory and Inspection Service)

The creative and expressive arts experiences that we offer for our children work towards the Early Learning Goals that all children are aiming to achieve by the end of their Reception year.

The Early Learning Goals for The Expressive Arts and Design state:
Expressive arts and Design – Exploring media and materials:
Children sing songs, make music and dance, and experiment with ways of changing them.  They safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools, and techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and function.

Expressive Arts and Design – Being Imaginative 

Children use what they have learned about media and materials in original ways, thinking about uses and purposes.  They represent their own ideas, thoughts and feelings through design technology, art, music, dance, role play and stories.  

Through a wide range of creative exploration and opportunity we aim to maintain every child’s freedom to be individual and to allow them to express themselves creatively in an uninhibited way that allows them to nurture and develop their own creativity through which ever medium they choose.

Children will have the opportunity to explore a wide range of 2 dimensional and 3 dimensional materials, both man made and natural.  This wide selection aims to promote curiosity, exploration and discovery so that they begin to develop knowledge and skills through explorative use and then begin to develop an awareness for the properties these materials have so they can make personal choices about how they can be used to support their learning. The children are encouraged to develop various techniques that make their interactions with certain materials more skilful, such as how to make slip to secure different parts of the 3D clay model that they may be making. Through developing their knowledge of materials and specific techniques, the children will begin to consider and reflect upon colour, shape, texture, form, line and space and we will support their observational skills through discussion and appropriate questioning to help them to begin to identify and recognise these aspects as they explore and develop.
Through their exploration of materials and investigations amongst their environment, we will encourage their developing awareness for colour and how it changes, both through their mixing and experimentation and the observation of colours that surround them as they learn. Colour will be used to inspire their creativity and this may be through an interesting artefact or resource for them to explore with their senses, or used to create a response i.e. through dance. It may be introduced through a famous artwork, a picture, a piece of fabric or a photograph that inspires discussion or simply influences the colours that they choose to place within their own creative expression. It may be simply observing their environment and being inspired to use the colours and resources around them to create something spontaneous and quite special. 
The children have the opportunity to develop their creative responses in a way that inspires them, motivates and challenges them to be creative on a small and large scale.  These creative opportunities develop their ability to problem solve and reason as well as helping to extend their sequencing and thinking skills. Their individual approach towards such experiences allows them to develop their imaginative and creative thinking, which they then develop alone or share and extend with friends around them, promoting great communication skills and team work. Atelier has played a huge part in inspiring their individual creative responses using a wide range of natural and recycled materials alongside resources that support joining and fixing and has promoted all of these skills in a creative, motivating and uninhibited way for the children. They have also been inspired to have similar creative response through the opportunity to den build and construct on a larger scale through the use of large crates and boxes within their outdoor environment. Their opportunity to go to Forest Schools and use the natural resources around them has also allowed them to extend these skills and be creative in a different environment offering them new challenges and creative experiences.
Through praise and recognition for their achievements we foster a sense of personal value and pride for their creativity.  We encourage the children to create as a response to their imaginations, perceptions and experiences and use them as a means for communicating to others around them. As they interact and observe what others around them are creating we support and encourage their ability to give a positive creative response to what they see and experience. We also support their ability to receive comments from others in response to their own creativity.  The children are taught to be respectful and this developing awareness of respect for others around them as well as understanding that they too deserve respect from their peers leads to a more positive and mutual learning environment in which they can explore, experiment, create, discover and learn. They are taught to respect the space in which they are learning, the resources they are using and the environment in which they are creating as well as to be respectful of others that may choose to join them in their play and their creative space.  
Through providing the children with the time to explore, experiment, practise, repeat, and consolidate their ideas and skills we hope to give the children the confidence to develop their own creativity leading to independence, individuality and their ability to make personal choices and decisions through their creative process.

The children are encouraged to use all their senses as they explore and have lots of opportunities to interact with a wide range of textural and sensory materials and objects that promote and develop their knowledge of how they feel, smell, look and taste, where appropriate. Time to explore with their senses is given so they can explore on an individual level, or with friends and Practitioner input is also provided to ensure there are opportunities to further enhance their observations as well as offer times to talk and discuss and maybe investigate changes that may have occurred as their interactions have progressed.  Introducing and extending children’s language vocabulary is also vitally important and is modelled through interactions both with their peers and with Practitioner engagement. The exploration of sensory materials, particularly those that promote interaction using their hands, is vital in developing their dexterity and the control they have over their muscles. These experiences provide opportunities for them to squeeze, press, mould, roll, pound and shape through motivating tactile explorations, providing opportunities for moving their hands in many different ways.  The children now engage in regular dough disco sessions which enhance and develop their physical dexterity and control of movements further. Dough Disco also promotes brain connections that lead to better control and coordination of their fine motor movements.  Play dough is now always available in the creative space as a permanent resource for the importance of developing this further.
Children will be given lots of opportunities to develop their bigger physical muscles through creative opportunities, to give them the control that they will need for their posture. This is vitally important to allow them to be successful through more skilled creative experiences in their future.  These are in addition to the creative opportunities they have to build and create on a larger scale. These creative experiences will encourage them to be creative on different levels such as stretching out their core as they lie on their tummies to draw, or balance on their knees and stretch up as they paint.  This is as a result of recognising that these muscles aren’t forming properly in all children due them being restricted in car seats and baby carriers, buggies etc for long periods of time whilst babies and being denied the freedom and space that they need to move, and stretch and develop these muscles appropriately as they grow. These muscles will be further enhanced through opportunities through dance and movement. A weekly physical session called Roly Poly Friday also targets a set group of children that have been identified in needing extra support in developing their core muscles further. These are carefully planned to develop skills through rolling, crawling, jumping and balancing.  The impact on children’s later writing development through school, when these core muscles are not strengthened, has been observed and identified as having a huge impact on poor writing skills.
The children also have the opportunity to explore big movements through Squiggle Wiggle Disco, this promotes movement and dance through using different writing pattern movements that is then refined and becomes more focused on their smaller emergent marks.  For more information on this please see the Communication, Language and Literacy Policy.
The school has purchased a new CPD package, IRIS Connect, which practitioners can use to video teaching practice as well as recording children’s learning and engagement.  This gives school a wonderful platform for sharing good practice and capturing children’s achievements and participation.
Our Children have many opportunities to develop an enthusiasm and enjoyment for music in all its forms.  They have opportunities to develop their musical expression both inside and outdoors through a wide range of activities that are constantly available to them to encourage individual exploration as well as nurturing their confidence to engage in group activities such as dancing, singing or making lots of noise in the orchestral pots and pans band in the garden. These experiences enrich the children’s creative expression allowing them to individually respond through song, rhythm, percussion, movement, dance or drama nurturing a love of music and a spontaneous need to interact and express themselves freely to what they hear and experience around them. Through ICT opportunities using the Wii and the I Pod, the children are exposed to many different genres of music to create diversity in their exposure to music in all its forms.
Their listening skills are supported and developed through Practitioner engagement, helping them to fine tune their hearing, and develop their ability to differentiate i.e. be able to be selective in listening for specific aspects of music i.e. loud and quiet, fast and slow, this hopefully leads to them being able to reflect on this in their musical responses and explorations i.e. the way that they move their bodies or play their instruments or fine tune their voices. They are encouraged to describe how music makes them feel, developing vocabulary and opportunities to be reflective in their listening. As part of these experiences they are encouraged to be respectful of others around them, developing their awareness for the importance of listening to others as well as expecting others to listen when it’s their turn to contribute to the group activity.
The children have daily opportunities to sing through a range of musical opportunities, from independent access to the music area, daily exposure to the poem of the week, and daily focused singing sessions. Practitioners are encouraged to spontaneously sing amongst their teaching as often as the opportunity arises for them to do so, this often encourages reluctant communicators to join in, so is an important aspect of their teaching.  Singing is so important, it gives so many children a voice and supports and encourages their confidence as talkers, and this is why they should have as many opportunities to sing and experience rhyme as possible. 
The children have lots of opportunities to learn Makaton signing, and have a weekly Makaton singing session which they thoroughly enjoy through singing hands.  This creates inclusion for all children and is used to support their singing so that all children can be successful and enjoy singing and communicating together.  The children have the opportunity to learn nursery rhymes and traditional songs from both their own culture and those of others, experience poetry and have a specific weekly poem to ensure that they all have the opportunity to learn a wide range of poems and rhymes. Different Nursery rhymes are focused on each week.  The weekly rhyme is downloaded onto the school’s Facebook page so families can help their children enjoy the rhyme at home. 
We have a weekly musician, called Jo (Moo Music), who shares her expertise with the children, singing and playing a range of instruments with the children and encouraging and extending their percussion skills.  She also shares her experience with families in the community, developing and promoting a love for music and singing from a very early age. 
Providing continuity for singing in the family home is also very important and we are striving hard to encourage parents to have the resources and the confidence to be able to enjoy singing together with their children at home. We have created simple singing sacks that are another manageable resource for families to enjoy singing together and are predominantly used for children who have been identified through ECAT to promote their language development through an easy, but enjoyable simple resource within the home. Some children have chosen to have a musical resource when it has been their turn to take a , or bag home, indicating a desire to want to make music and sing at home, these have been met with very positive feedback demonstrating that parents have got involved with their children’s desire to want to sing and make music. 
Children are offered a wide range of music to listen and respond to through classical music, traditional music, children’s rhymes and songs, multicultural music, pop music, and relaxation music.  Through the exposure of a variety of music the children are being provided with experiences that are leading to them developing an appreciation for a wide range of music in all its different styles and cultures. This helps them to develop their confidence as their appreciation for music progresses, eventually leading to a developing ability to be able to express how they feel about it through a verbal response, an individual movement, engaging in group dance, drama or expressing themselves through art.  

“Young children should have the opportunity to listen to a wide range of recorded and live music.  They should be encouraged to talk about their own and other’s music making, and respond physically through movement or other forms of expression”

(Firm Footings) 

A range of ICT programmes are constantly available to the children to support and extend a wide range of musical responses and skill development, including simple composition and music making, exploring sound and tempo and opportunities to encourage verbal, rhythmic and musical responses as they jiggle to the beat, copy sounds that they hear and generally enjoy interacting and engaging in music through a different medium. 
The children are provided with lots of opportunities to independently engage in role play and imaginative play. The outside area provides lots of space and a natural backdrop for their spontaneous imaginative play and further resources are provided to enhance and develop their play if required. Through these enriching experiences the children have the opportunity to play out imaginary situations based on real life experiences, imaginative experiences, and story telling experiences and develop their abilities to negotiate, cooperate and sustain their imaginative play, whilst developing simple and key narrative skills.
Mark making opportunities are also encouraged to help children to explore their emergent writing skills as they develop their ability to be purposeful writers and communicators. They are encouraged to emergently create signs, menus, lists, timetables, tickets and any forms of communication that may be needed to support their play. Resources to promote, extend and encourage these skills further, such as telephones, diaries, appointment books, and note pads, are also provided to support their play. Mark making is encouraged both inside and outside and the children are encouraged at all levels of development to want to make marks with whatever media they choose to use.
Children have the opportunity to develop their storytelling and character role skills further each week by being stimulated by a different storybook starting point.  The storybook, the poem of the week, puppets, props and costumes support the story of the week.  This is introduced to the children by Practitioners who support children’s familiarity of the story, its content, the characters and the language patterns amongst it.  The children are encouraged to re enact and engage in the storytelling process to encourage interaction and drama from a constant developing theme.  The story is reflected upon in different curriculum areas, creating opportunities throughout the nursery that help the children to make connections, develop their familiarity and have lots of opportunities to make sense of the story as they continuously apply their knowledge. The children are encouraged to develop their narrative skills as well as their ability to sequence, both verbally and non verbally as they perform their storytelling. They are encouraged to use expression in both their voices and their body/facial expression as their confidence within their performance allows them to do this. These skills are a vital part of developing the narrative that they need and their ability to sequence their talk. Developing narrative is a hugely important skill needed for their later writing development as they progress through their schooling.  These skills are also developed more incidentally through their own engagement through role play and imaginative play in the various environments that they choose to do this.
Assessments of the children are constantly observed and discussed through the team and their progress is fed into their individual records, both in written form and through photographic evidence.  The whole nursery team communicate and inform about individual progress and the learning opportunities are differentiated to provide for individual and group needs.  Evidence is collected regularly to aid the assessment of the children and these can take on the form of individual pictures, photographs, video evidence, computer printouts and group work.  Children that have been identified as being Academically More able, or have a creative flair in any area of the expressive arts,   are quickly identified and they are supported to develop and enhance these skills further through weekly input from a designated Practitioner. These sessions are child led as they set themselves specific targets that are then supported by the Practitioner to ensure their targets are met. Their achievements are visually photographed or videoed, through the I Pad, and are then placed on Tapestry, in their own family space, to be celebrated and shared with their family at home. These children, once identified will continue to have specific input through the expressive arts until they leave the nursery.  This will ensure that they have the opportunity to reach their full potential with support, nurture, facilitation and challenge, with a familiar adult that they can build a positive relationship with and share a mutual understanding for how their creative expression evolves.
Children’s expressive arts development is assessed in both areas of learning at their point of entry into nursery and initial data is collected using the school’s robust data tracking system (Eazmag).  The children’s progress is tracked on the progress tracker in both areas of Expressive Arts, throughout their time in nursery. At key points of their nursery development points progress is recorded to show how well each child is progressing, no matter what level of development they are working at. Their progress is also collected through Tapestry and on the Eazmag data tracking system.  Parents have the opportunity to record their child’s progress at home through the Tapestry system, creating a partnership of knowledge about each individual child.  Each cohort’s progress is then analysed at as a whole and the data is interpreted to celebrate the progress achieved and to highlight areas for improvement, as well as to compare with other past cohorts’ achievements.

All children have a creative spark, it is up to us as Practitioners to help them to nurture whichever area of creativity they choose to express themselves through and ensure that they have the resources, confidence and skills to enable them to achieve their potential. Through celebration and praise they will gain a sense of achievement and immense pride, hopefully leading to them being highly motivated to want to strive towards even greater things.   
Laura Dolby – Expressive Arts Coordinator           
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