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Governor approved - 
Every child has the right to an education that
 develops their talents.  This education must nurture a child’s respect for themselves, others and their environment.

(UNCRC.  Article 29)

As a Nursery School we recognise the huge importance that our parents and families play in their children’s education and we strive hard to develop positive partnerships with them so that continuous development between school and home can be created.   We welcome and involve parents and Grandparents and other close family members, in their children’s education as much as possible and strive hard to share and promote a positive and detailed understanding about Early Years Education and the importance of play and how children learn. We offer many different opportunities for our families to gain information and develop this awareness further for example; through our website, leaflets, parent consultations, Open Days and Community Days, Drop Ins, Fair Trade day, Unicef and Rights respecting days, and various activities that we have created to support learning opportunities and awareness raising in the home environment.   

One of the ways in which we encourage active parental participation is through our library systems.  The partnership between home and school is one which we value highly, and creates an invaluable continuity of learning between nursery and the home.  Through using exciting resources and learning experiences our library systems help our families to play together as they support and engage in their children’s learning and development.  Our library systems are designed to be lots of fun and to involve parents and children exploring together, and also to encourage and include the extended family: siblings, grandparents, step families, foster families, etc.  We hope to better inform and equip families through the quality of resources that we provide and also through the information and guidance that we offer where appropriate.  We have extended these systems into other more focused home/school experiences.  The resources cover the full range of curriculum areas.  We have also utilised ICT and have created opportunities for families to access information about the nursery through their own home computers, or by accessing the computers at their local library. 
We offer weekly Drop In sessions for our families that provide focused sessions on different areas of their children’s development as well as linking to outside professionals that can also provide information and support for them, such as The Health Visitor.  The parents are actively involved in this and are invited to make suggestions about the kinds of things they want to know, so that we can facilitate this for them, through one of the drop in session.  These sessions are aimed at being informal, inviting and friendly, creating an atmosphere where parents feel inclusive, and valued.  We hope that this leads to them feeling confident enough to be able to share information with us and seek any support or information that they feel might help their child or a family need.  

We have a very informative nursery school brochure and website and use Face Book and Twitter too.  These allow us to share information about the nursery and what we can offer to families, and celebrate our achievements with the widest audience possible.   
We use an online record system, Tapestry, that allows us to share and celebrate individual children’s achievements with their families, and they can share home experiences with the team too. It’s very visual and can share videos, images, assessment progress and is received very positively by our families.  
As a school which places the rights of children at the centre of everything it does, we spend a great deal of time respecting the needs of every individual child in school – physical, mental, emotional and spiritual.  Each curriculum area is taught with the needs of every child at its core and all Practitioners in school acknowledge the responsibility they have to provide a curriculum that is creative and stimulating. This curriculum nurtures all children and allows them to be successful and proud in all of their achievements. We recognise AMA children amongst this and work closely with families to share and promote any areas of learning that they may excel in. The Thing Link app is being used presently to share and extend their AMA learning between home and school, as well as offering this resource to all other children, where appropriate.  

Provision.
· Daily book library.

· Library links with the local library, sharing  supportive information as well as offering an opportunity to meet the Children’s Librarian so that they can find out key information, such as, how to join the library and what this free resource can offer them i.e. borrowing books, CD’s Videos and DVD’s, the use of the computers as well as being a key information centre for a whole range of local community opportunities to get involved in and find out more about.  The Librarian comes into school on a regular basis so that the children can get to know who she is and enjoy listening to stories with her when she is here.  She promotes the free books for children programme and brings these resources directly to school so that they can be shared with our families.  Our Children’s Librarian is also a Governor, so she is very familiar with the school, having a close understanding about opportunities she may be able to offer to make what we offer even better.
· We have very close links with our children’s centre and work closely with the team to ensure support is offered to families, where needed, i.e. supporting their parenting skills and offering information for courses, information and community projects, that enables them to interact and support their children in the best way they can.    

Here are the library Systems that we make available to all our children and their families: 
· Weekly ‘Get Active and Involved’ library (Promoting shared Physical activity in the home)  
· Story Sacks. (Promoting sharing stories together)
· Children taking the story sack to promote their own confidence at storytelling and enabling them to tell their story to their story group.
· Singing sacks
    (Promoting singing at home)

· Healthy Take Away Sacks –promote healthy eating, these go home with children that stay for lunchtimes 
· Frank the Feelings Frog

(Developing and promoting Emotional Well Being) 
· Numeracy Packs & story bags
(Promoting maths is fun and can be learned through stories and play) 

· Parent library and Parent Information Area. 

   Books and information available for them to

   borrow to help develop their awareness about how

   their children learn and further information to

   support them with issues such as behaviour.

(Promoting parent’s knowledge) 

· Baking baskets
(Promoting Cooking in the home)
· Simple songs sacks

(Promoting singing in the home)

· Thank you Friend.

(Promoting celebration of positive achievements, or behaviour i.e. being kind, helpful and empathic, etc)

· Chatterboxes & Chatterbags
(Promoting talking in the home)

· Literacy and Numeracy home liaison support activities.

(Promoting support activities to extend and support their achievements)
· Squiggle Wiggle Bags

(Promoting early writing skills and the way big movements link very closely to early writing development)
· Environmental Print Hunts
(Promoting the importance of supporting early reading skills with the developing awareness for the environmental print that surrounds them and their ability to decode and read using a wide range of skills)
· Face Book – We are constantly reaching out via this powerful resource, sharing ideas and experiences with our parents to promote and inspire motivating learning that can be repeated or developed in the home.
· Thing Link – ( sharing, promoting and extending the skills of AMA children between home and school)  
· Nursery brochure

· The Nursery Website

· Twitter

· Nursery’s Face Book site

· A wide range of leaflets and letters that share & promote different information and learning opportunities for their children.

(Promoting information about who we are and the educational opportunities that we can offer for their child and family as well as the opportunity to share in this process with their children)

We are hoping to develop den bags and bags for role play and imaginative play, in the near future, to be shared and enjoyed both in the home and to encourage playing outside.
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