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Girls’ golf is the 
strongest it has ever 
been at the School
Pictured is Priestley 5th former Priya 
Pankhania who is a star player.
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OM Club
7th November – Northern Dinner in Manchester 
  ‘….I opened my speaking account with a review of the 

Club’s main projects, not least Lifetime Membership. It 
was a particular personal delight to meet for the first time 
since 1960 my old fag master, Stan Whyte, who brought 
along his dirty rugby boots for me to clean!!’

11th November – Armistice Day
  ‘I had the honour of laying a wreath on behalf of the Old 

Millhillians Club and read a lesson in the Chapel.’

21st November – South West Dinner in Taunton
  ‘On a personal level, I was delighted to catch up with 

John Milnes (53-58) who played in the same OMs rugby 
team with me about 40 years ago. His recollections 
of our post-match fluid replacement measures were 
chastening. This pleasant evening concluded with Paul 
Audemars (52-57) in the bar of the Castle Hotel when he 
and I put the world to right.’

28th November – Golf Society Dinner
  ‘I congratulated the Society on its popularity and the 

relative youthfulness of its membership, while hoping that 
many of them would look favourably upon the Lifetime 
Membership opportunity.’

  ‘Your President tried to put in a good performance in the 
post-dinner warm down, out-lasting some with lower 
handicaps, before returning to the locker room for a rest.’

President’s Progress
Dr Russell Cowan 

(1958 – 1963)

President’s Memories
Peter Wakeham (1960 – 1965)
Peter Wakeham presented a booklet to everyone who attended 
his Annual Dinner. His introduction in the booklet describes his 
memories of a year in office as President.

“It’s people that matter, not places. That’s my overriding memory of 
the events and venues that I have attended during my Presidency. 
Sure, I have visited some terrific cities, but what I have most enjoyed 
has been the opportunity to engage with long standing friends, re-
engage with long lost friends and meet new ones. Hopefully, along 
with the fun I have had personally, I have succeeded in enthusing 
everyone with my conviction that the OM community is one to 
be treasured and that the OM Club is making great progress as 

Armistice Day 2014
121 of the poppies planted at the Tower of London were for Old 
Millhillians. Seven had been head boys in their time and a further 
32 were monitors. More than twenty were Oxbridge Scholars and 
double that had represented first teams in major sports. There 
were 1100 OMs then in the services and between them they won 
22 DSOs, 115 MCs, and nine DFCs, just to mention a few of their 
decorations.  

On the first gathering of OMs after Armistice Day in 1918, a 
special service in the school chapel took place to commemorate 
the fallen. Sir John McClure addressed the congregation and his 
closing words were:

‘….some of us feel that just to be present here today; to realize 
how close they are to us; to give free play to the thoughts that 
stir within us as we strive to offer those prayers and thanksgiving 
which lie too deep for words, and which no one but God can 
know or understand; this is the greatest tribute and memorial 
of all. Words, however sincere, seem almost a sacrilege; only 
by silence can we truly express our sorrow and joy, our pride 
and humility, as we think of those whom we seek to honour with 
deepest mourning, yet with reverent thanksgiving. We are the 
poorer by the loss of so many brave and gallant men, but richer – 
incomparable richer – by the inspiration of their example and the 
precious memory of their life.’

Michael Henderson (Weymouth 1946-50)

it adapts to an exciting, albeit challenging, future. I couldn’t have 
done it without Anita’s unflagging support, common sense and 
occasional (necessary and deserved) bullying…………….”

Golf Dinner

Northern Dinner, Russell Cowan with 
Peter Belshaw and Nick Gregory (right)
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A reunion of 1984 leavers took place in the OM Room prior to the 
lunch and we were particularly pleased to welcome former Masters 
Tony Armstrong, Paul Bickerdike, Christopher Dean, Tim Stringer 
and former Headmaster Alistair Graham. Philip Thonemann who 
still teaches at the School also dropped in after Foundation Day 
assembly. The new merchandise, designed by sixth formers was 
unveiled and OMs and parents were able to purchase the new items.

OMs Day
OMs Day took place at the School on Saturday 20th September. Although 
it was a cloudy day, the rain stayed away and OMs were able to enjoy an 
outdoor lunch on the Headmaster’s Lawn.  

Toronto Dinner
On Saturday September 27th 2014 at 6.30pm we got 
together at Adega Restaurant in Downtown Toronto for 
drinks dinner and renewing old friendships. 

We had the pleasure of the company of Peter Wakeham, OM Club 
President and his wife Anita. 

Those who answered the call were: Rafaan Seraj & Nicole Mendes, 
John Henley,  Roger & Claudia Holliday, John Vincett & Pamela 
Wheaton, Donald & Karen Haigh, Chris & Suzanne Ellis, Simon 
Parry, John Whyte & Kathy Meachen, and John & Estelle Oldroyd.

The following could not attend this year, maybe next time: Robin 
Ball, Bob Angel, Charles Clarke, Tim Fanstone, Rick Rickards, and 
Manjit Takhar.

As usual John Vincett gave us an informative and entertaining 
speech as only he can. Peter Wakeham brought us up to date with 
Old Millhillian events. The evening was very lively with old friends 
meeting and some new ones. We were happy to see Rafaan, our 
youngest recruit and relatively recent arrival in Toronto.

We look forward to receiving Russ and Gill Cowan next year at 
Adega Restaurant again on September 26th 2015. 

John Oldroyd (Scrutton 1958-63)

Northern Dinner
On the 7th November the OMs Northern Dinner took place at 
the St James’s Club in Manchester, our usual venue. There 
were 19 of us altogether, Peter Belshaw, MC for the first time, 
could not help noticing that at the tender age of 58, he was 
the youngest OM present.

That said it was an extremely convivial dinner, and we were 
delighted to welcome back Michael Glendonbrook after a 
longish absence and also to see Peter Huston again, despite 
the fact that he is resident in Italy.

The Headmaster had been unable to attend and his place 
was taken with great enthusiasm and enjoyment by Nick 
Gregory, Deputy Head (Pastoral) who gave us news of the 
school and proposed a toast to the Club, and Russell Cowan 
was in attendance as the newly installed President of the 
Club. His talk about the Club was informative and amusing – a 
good opening event for his presidency, for which he received 
warmest best wishes.

The St James’s Club’s hospitality was greatly appreciated; a 
substantial contingent was still present at nearly midnight.
The dinner next year will be on the 6th November.  

Peter Belshaw

OMs Day –Andy Mortimer, Head Girl 
Chloe Noble and Jim Kent.

PAGE 4     MARTLET Magazine 60    Winter 2014/15 www.omclub.co.uk www.omclub.co.uk MARTLET Magazine 60    Winter 2014/15       PAGE 5       



OMs who have not visited the school 
website and taken a look at the meticulously 
prepared Roll of Honour should do so, 
and  note how many boys who, within a 
short time of leaving the school, had given 
their lives in this awful struggle. And if you 
haven’t done so yet, try to find the time to 
go to Ypres; it will change your perspective 
on life.

Peter Belshaw (Ridgeway 1969-74)

European 
Weekend in 

Ypres in Spring 
2015

Peter McDonough former Deputy 
Head at MHS is proposing a trip to 
Ypres in Spring 2015. The plan is to 
have 10-12 couples or 24 people 
maximum. It would be a long 
weekend and tourists could stay 
on if they wished to. This would 
include a visit to Ypres and possibly 
a drive to the Somme. Peter would 
draft the itinerary and as pointed 
out by OM Keith Hobbs, there is 
no MHS War Memorial plaque at 
St.George’s Church in Ypres. It 
would be good to have one since 
evidently lots of schools who lost 
former pupils do have a plaque.

There is a possibility of attending 
the daily Last Post Ceremony 
in Ypres (and perhaps securing  
preferential spot as it gets very 
busy) if OMs would like to lay a 
wreath at the ceremony.

Details will follow.

Save the Date
The most memorable event of our visit was  
taking part in the Poppy Day Parade, being 
presented with wreaths in the Menen Gate 
as part of the remembrance service. 

It was a dignified and moving expression of 
thanks to a lost generation, and the honour 
which the residents of this town continue 
to bestow on the fallen was impressive 
beyond words. My wreath was inscribed, 
‘To all Old Millhillians who never came 
back. They will always be young.’ Alford House

Membership of the Club remains high and 
young people continue to take part in a variety 
of activities, including, football, unihoc, cricket, 
badminton, snooker, art, music production, 
information and communication technology, and 
health and fitness training.

These are supplemented by some “one off” activities such as a 
healthy eating cooking course over an 8 week period in October 
and November. 

Club members are presently involved in setting up a new energy 
company in Vauxhall, London. Yes, no typing error, they really are 
working with the community to introduce solar power onto the 
roofs of local authority housing and establishing a community 
owned energy company.

In September the club’s over 16s team again got the chance to 
play at Arundel Castle Cricket Ground and this time on the main 
square. It is a real privilege to play on what is now considered 
one of the best cricket squares in the world. Incidentally, they ran 
out winners of this one-day round robin competition.

Young people, staff 
and management have 
established organisational 
systems and structures that 
support young people to 
initiate and lead activity, to 
work with and share ideas 
with staff and management 
and to direct spending on 
service delivery.

Nigel Baker (55-61) nigel@alfordhouse.org.uk

A three day visit to the Ypres 
Salient, and an immersion into 
the war history of the area. 

OM Deaths * exact date of death not known

Name  Date of Death House  School Years
James Ahern 16/08/2014 School House 2005 2009
Jack  Amiel 01/10/2014* Murray 2001 2004
Geoffrey  Anthony 30/05/2014 Scrutton 1941 1943
Judge John  Arthur 17/01/2014 Scrutton 1936 1941
Dick Barley 26/11/2014 Weymouth 1949 1954
Paul Bennett 05/11/2014 Burton Bank 1955 1959
Tim Bunyard 04/01/2014 Burton Bank 1963 1968
Noel Chivers 01/01/2006* School House 1935 1940
John Chivers 01/01/1960* School House 1940 1940
Alan  Clarke  Winterstoke 1945 1949
John Copley 24/11/2014 Ridgeway 1942 1947
John Cranwell 29/05/2014 Winterstoke 1948 1953
John Cuckney 04/07/2011 Scrutton 1958 1963
Stephen Dreyfuss 08/11/2014 Burton Bank 1942 1945
David  Edwards 21/11/2014 Murray 1955 1960
Benjamin Ellis  Collinson 1929 1932
Alexander Falconer 01/01/2014* Burton Bank 1948 1952
Andrew Faludy 01/01/2010* Burton Bank 1971 1973
Stephen Farris 04/12/2014 Scrutton 1970 1974
Clive Fox 07/04/2014 Scrutton 1957 1962
Pauline Fraser 29/09/2014 
Geoffrey Galan 01/01/2014* Weymouth 1959 1964
Christopher  Grosskurth 30/04/2013* Murray 1962 1964
Peter Hall 01/01/2014* Winterstoke 1979 1983

Name  Date of Death House  School Years
George Henderson 13/12/2013 Weymouth 1955 1960
William Hicklin 19/04/2014 Ridgeway 1935 1940
Peter Hickman 01/01/2014 Collinson 1938 1940
Michael Hope 19/02/2014 Ridgeway 1959 1964
Philip Hudgell 01/01/2010* Winterstoke 1951 1956
Christopher  Knights 07/04/2014 Scrutton 1958 1962
Kenneth Leach 15/09/2014 School House 1934 1938
Frank Loeffler 18/07/2014 Collinson 1946 1949
Alan Long 01/02/2014 Collinson 1947 1952
Francis Mann 03/02/2014 Murray 1959 1964
George McNeil 28/03/2014 Scrutton 1938 1942
Philip Michaels  Murray 1985 1990
Angus Milligan 10/12/2013 Day Boy 1930 1934
Peter Murtagh  Scrutton 1968 1973
Laurence Olivier 10/08/2014 Winterstoke 1946 1951
David Owen 24/12/2013 Winterstoke 1952 1957
John Palmer 13/10/2014* Winterstoke 1932 1935
Michael Parkin 04/08/2014 School House 1945 1947
John Reid 20/04/2014 Burton Bank 1968 1975
Prof Reginald  Shooter 24/12/2013 Winterstoke 1930 1934
Kenneth Spivey 30/09/2014 Ridgeway 1936 1939
Dr Iwan  Thomas 01/03/2013* Ridgeway 1951 1955
Raj Virani 11/03/2014 Murray 1978 1984
T John Wright 09/01/2014 Priestley 1934 1939

This list consists of information notified to the Club office. The asterisked dates are estimated as exact date of death is unknown. 
Sometimes, the office receives returned mail with no date of death given. 

Obituaries Booklet
Due to constraints of space, we are unable 
to print obituaries in the School Magazine or 
Martlet.

We will therefore be producing an ‘Obituaries 
Booklet’ consisting of all the obituaries that are 
currently on file in the Club office. 

This booklet will be made available to Club 
members and should be ready for circulation by 
spring 2015.

Please send us information on Births, Deaths and Marriages as 
well as any general news, views and achievements. We would 

like to hear from OMs far and wide.
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Your Opinion Counts
“The Club Office has invested in software (“Survey Monkey”) that will 
enable us to understand member needs and expectations simply 
and quickly. We have used it successfully for recruiting Governor 
candidates, canvassing member opinions on life membership 
pricing and seeking volunteers for our careers development 
programme. Please respond to these surveys when requested and 
help us shape how the Club develops and improves.”

Changing Times

Life Membership 
Receives Popular 

Support
The gradual roll-out of life membership subscriptions 
is under way. 83% of parents of pupils joining Mill 
Hill in September 2014 have decided in favour and 
will pay the £300 subscription in six term instalments 
of £50.

Following this success, the Old Millhillians Club Committee 
decided to canvass the opinions on life membership of Club 
members who are currently paying the annual membership 
subscription of £35 (overseas £24).

Response to the research has been excellent (34.8%) – so 
many thanks to the 310 members who completed the survey. 

Results clearly indicate that members believe that a life 
membership alternative should be offered to members 
and non-members, with a lower fee for overseas and older 
members.

The Committee now plans to develop a life membership fee 
structure and, following further consultation with members, 
expects to roll out the programme during 2015.

Careering Ahead
The Club is keen to expand the scope of its career 
development support for Mill Hill students and OMs. As we 
go to press, a Careers questionnaire has been circulated to 
gauge the interest of OMs in leading and taking part in future 
initiatives. 

In 2015, professional networking events will be held for 
Property, Engineering and Finance with inaugural events 
such as a Medical Symposium,  a pre General Election 
Media and Journalism evening  and Tech entrepreneurs  
event. Check the Club calendar for full details and watch out 
for more information in the monthly e-newsletter and on the 
Club’s Facebook page.

Our plans are ambitious and will hopefully prove beneficial to 
students and OMs. Many thanks in anticipation to everyone 
who volunteers.

Life Membership
Since its original foundation, membership at the Old Millhillians Club has been optional 
for anybody who has passed through the school with an annual subscription being 
payable. 

It has however become clear that more needs to be done to encourage and attract younger 
members into the club, who are prepared to play an active part in ensuring that the club 
continues to thrive and make a full and proper contribution to the life of the Foundation 
generally, but especially the Old Millhillians Club.

The Management Committee and prominent members of the Foundation set about to 
establish a basis on which younger members of the club, whose membership on leaving 
the school has been secured for the first 7 years after the date of leaving, can continue as 
members but without the burden of paying an annual club membership subscription. With 
this principle in mind, a Life Membership plan has been established.

Young  
Entrepreneurs Event 

Wednesday 11th March

Venue:  tbc
Organiser: Zu Rafalat (Weymouth 1996-98)  
 zu@cultandcommerce.com

Thanks to the huge successes of well-known tech start-ups 
from Facebook through to Snapchat, it seems everyone 
wants to be an entrepreneur. But what does it take to branch 
out on your own? 

This event is for current and former Millhillians who are 
interested in either setting up their own business or simply 
to breathe new life into their current 
one. There will be a particular focus 
on technology and the importance of 
embracing the opportunities that lie 
within the digital era.

Zu Rafalat is MD of Neo-kin, 
specialising in helping brands 
navigate the digital landscape and 
better engage their audiences. She 
is involved in a number of tech start-
ups and won the IBM Iris Award 
for Innovation in Technology at the 
Natwest Everywoman Awards in 2011.

NEW EVENT

Media and 
Communications Event

Thursday 23rd April

Venue: Frontline Club, London
Organiser:  Caroline Hepker (Weymouth 1993-95)  

BBC journalist and broadcaster  
caroline.hepker@bbc.co.uk

Mill Hill is excited to invite current and former Millhillians to 
the first Media and Communications dinner which will be 
hosted by Caroline Hepker. 

The event will be held at the Frontline Club in Paddington 
– regular haunt of foreign correspondents, photo-journalists 
and documentary film-makers.

Over dinner, Caroline will discuss news in the digital age 
ahead of May’s UK general election. Questions from budding 
journalists, current media practitioners or just those with a 
strong opinion on the headlines would be welcome on the 
night.

OM Golfing Society 
– Proposed Ladies 

Section
As the result of an initiative by Peter 
Wakeham, the immediate past President 
of the OM Club, a proposal is being 
pursued to establish a ladies section for 
the OMGS. 

In order to start the process, an inaugural meeting is planned 
during the summer of 2015. The format will be mixed 
foursomes played according to Stableford rules. 

It is intended to have a light lunch followed by an 18 hole 
afternoon round and ending with cocktails and a prize 
giving. It is hoped that there will be a number of additional 
guests for the prize giving including, subject to availability, 
representatives from the School and from the Management 
Committee of the Old Millhillians Club. This inaugural event 
will be open to people who are connected with Mill Hill as well 
as to Old Millhillians of both genders. Anyone who thinks they 
might be interested in participating is encouraged to contact 
the Old Millhillians Club office (Ann Bunyard) to register 
their interest. This is a very appropriate moment for sports 
clubs connected with the Old Millhillians generally to foster 
and encourage active participation by lady Old Millhillians, 
following the merger of the Mount School and the Foundation 
and the growth in the numbers of female students now 
studying at the Foundation’s Schools. 

Dean Halford, the Director of Golf reports that girls’ golf is 
the strongest it has ever been at the school and that Priya 
Pankhania is becoming a star player who is likely to be 
competing to be Captain of the school golf team during 
the course of the next couple of years.

NEW EVENT
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Nobis et Scholae
Mill Hill has always been a busy place but this 
term has seen even more activity than usual. In 
September, we welcomed Mrs Kate Simon as 
the new Head of Grimsdell and I am delighted 
(not least as a current Grimsdell parent) to report 

that she has made a wonderful start to her time with us. Meanwhile, 
work continues apace to prepare The Mount, Mill Hill International for 
the arrival of its first cohort of pupils in September 2015. I am greatly 
enjoying working with Mrs Sarah Bellotti, the School’s founding Head, 
as we plan the refurbishment of the former Mount School site and the 
recruitment of the first teachers and pupils. Many Old Millhillians have 
commented to me that this is a wonderfully exciting and significant 
development for the Foundation, and I could not agree more. It is a 
real privilege to be part of such a momentous project which will bring 
us great benefits for decades to come.

At the end of the summer, we received this year’s public examination 
results and I was delighted that our pupils again secured excellent 
grades, including our best ever Lower Sixth Form AS level results and 
our second best A level results. The consequence of the latter was 
that our leavers headed off to a range of prestigious universities in 
the UK and abroad, whilst the former holds out the prospect that the 
current Upper Sixth will do at least as well. Their success is certainly 
well deserved, given the levels of academic application and ambition 
that have become so deeply and palpably embedded within the 
School.

Away from the classroom, our pupils have continued to immerse 
themselves in a huge range of sporting, creative and intellectual 
endeavours and I never cease to be amazed by their sheer energy and 

appetite for achievement. Equally, I continue to be hugely impressed 
by their fundamental decency and strong set of values.  Such things 
were clearly seen at our traditional Call to Remembrance on 11 
November. As the School processed silently in pairs through the Gate 
of Honour, it was evident that they both understood the significance 
of the occasion and deeply appreciated the sacrifices that had been 
made by so many of their predecessors. To see the current generation 
of pupils celebrate the fallen with such quiet dignity was truly uplifting.

The great sadness of the term was the news that Mrs Pauline Fraser, 
the wife of the Bursar and an inspirational teacher at Grimsdell, had 
died after a short illness. Many current and former colleagues, Old 
Millhillians and others joined us in the Chapel on 15 November to 
celebrate her life and give thanks for all that she did for her many 
pupils. She is greatly missed and our thoughts are with Bruce and 
their daughter, Jessica, at this time of great sorrow.

As I write, we are looking ahead to the end of term and particularly 
the Service of Nine Lessons and Carols. This year’s should be very 
special as the Chapel Choir are in particularly good voice, having 
recently returned from three highly successful days singing Evensong 
in Canterbury Cathedral.   

It remains a great honour for me to be able to lead the Foundation and 
I continue to derive particular support and friendship from members 
of the Club. Andy Mortimer is by any standards an outstanding 
Chairman; Peter Wakeham had a superb year as President and 
Russell Cowan has embarked with great aplomb upon his Presidential 
term of office. The Club is clearly fortunate to be in such very good 
hands, and the School is equally lucky to have such a supportive 
network of former pupils. For that, I am grateful to you all. 

Dr Dominic Luckett – Headmaster

Apart from not working, the tape dries out and leaves a sticky 
residue, which can only be reduced but not completely removed. 
Fortunately I was able to arrange to have the book conserved by an 
accredited book conservator and although it will never be pretty, at 
least it can be handled now without incurring further damage. Above 
are a couple of before and after images courtesy of the conservator.

Although for obvious reasons I can’t give names, OMs might be 
interested to read about some of the misdemeanours from 50 years 
ago. At the front of the book is a list of punishments that could – and 
could not - be meted out by prefects and monitors.
Most of the ‘crimes’ are what one might expect – late for prep, 

talking, bad manners, etc. I wonder what ‘Stupidity in the extreme’ 
amounted to? Others that are somewhat unusual are ‘Exceeding 
the time allowed for a bath’, ‘Eating before grace’, ‘Reading at 
table during lunch’ and ‘Reading illegal books in prep’. And the 
single word ‘Evil’ begs a lot of questions!

Archive conservation is not cheap, as most of the processes are 
done by hand and I am very grateful that money was found for this 
work. I would normally say that any OM was welcome to look at the 
book but I have to consider the Data Protection Act which applies 
in this instance!
Kate Thompson, Foundation Archivist

Conservation of Copy Book
One of the recent accessions to the archives  
is a copy book dating from 1962-63. 

Unfortunately it was badly damaged and 
someone had tried to ‘repair’ it with sellotape. 

This is the worst possible thing to do! 

“Life is a Cabaret, 
oh boy; come to the 
Cabaret”
The School’s major dramatic production in 2015 is Cabaret. This 
will be in The Large (February 10th-13th) showcasing for the first 
time the restored stage and new sound and lighting equipment. 

The Development Office is hosting a reception at 6pm on 
Wednesday 10th: guests will hear something historical from Gerry 
Westoby (Ridgeway 1956-61) who is coordinating the history of 
the Middlesex Scheme and about the exciting plans to offer young 
people a better chance in the future through the new bursary 
fundraising initiative. All OMs interested in bursaries past and 
present will be welcome.  During the year we shall also be unveiling 
new initiatives amongst professional groups.

The School is embarking on an exciting 
relationship with The SpringBoard 
Bursary Foundation which  has 
been set up to identify  pupils from 
disadvantaged backgrounds who 
would most benefit from education at 

top boarding schools around the country.

OMs contributed significantly to the fundraising efforts which 
raised over half a million pounds in 2014; as the diagram below 
shows, there is a real affinity between OMs and bursaries.  We 
want to capitalise on this.
 
While the ABC campaign is the top priority efforts will continue 
to support other aspects of School life. The wonderful generosity 
of Roger Graham (Collinson 1952-57) has been recognised in the 
identification of The Graham Laboratory in the Physics Department.  
Others have ‘Added their DNA’ through buying an element in the 
Periodic Table. 

At the heart of the new campaign Moving Forward is giving the 
largest number possible the chance to participate. We are in touch 
with around 6000 Old Millhillians and Old Belmontians. It takes just 
over 100 giving £15 per month to give one young person a better 
chance. A key part of achieving this will be the telephone campaign 
in July 2015. Recent leavers will be telephoning Old Millhillians, 
talking about their experiences of Mill Hill then and now, encouraging 
them to come to events, to be part of the Old Millhillians Club and 
indeed to contribute to the ABC Bursary campaign. 

Nick Priestnall, Director of Development (np@millhill.org.uk)
If you haven’t had a chance to look at the new website, please do.  
www.supportmillhill.org.uk

OM Masonic 
Lodge
The Old Millhillians Masonic Lodge 
held its Annual Installation Meeting on 
Thursday 13th November. Our New 
Master, Asif Chatoo (Burton Bank 1982-
87), was installed with all the ceremony 
that accompanies this once a year event. 
Grahame Elliott CBE (1952-57) was the 
installing master concluding his year in 
office, marked by happy meetings and 
a donation to the School Bursary Fund 
from the lodge members. David Roe 
(1960-65) continues his excellent work as 
secretary, and Clive Sutton (1969-74) as 
treasurer. Asif was initiated into the lodge 
seven years ago and has progressed 
in the best of the Old Millhillian Lodge 

tradition with the right combination of 
enjoyment and formality. Our lodge 
reflects the school and although the 
lodge is now 77 years old its future is 
looking strong offering all new members 
the best of what masonry can offer, but in 
a particularly Old Millhillian manner. 

We would welcome more Old Millhillians 
into our lodge either being initiated 
as new members or existing masons 
coming in as joining members.  We meet 
in the City three times a year and enjoy 
our evenings which follow the Masonic 
virtues of charity and brotherhood 
reinforced by the common bond of the 
school.  

Steve Wennington

North 
America 

Newsletter
The Development Office has started 
producing a ‘North America’ e- 
newsletter for all OMs and OBs based 
in North America. 

It will include fund raising news and 
initiatives as well as anecdotes and 
general information. 

Not to be confused with the Old 
Millhillians Club e-newsletter 
produced by the OM Club office on a 
monthly basis for OM Club members 
worldwide.
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The Club’s annual dinner took place on the 10th October at 11 
Cavendish Square. 

Peter Wakeham President welcomed over 200 guests at the stylish 
venue which was a near record breaking number of attendees. 

Peter had produced a booklet showcasing the events he had attended 
and the OMs he had met throughout his year in office and the booklet 
was a creative way to record his thanks. 

Dr Russell Cowan was passed the Chain of Office to become the new 
President of the Club and Tim Corbett was welcomed as the new Vice 
President. It was a successful evening and thoroughly enjoyed by all. 

A selection of photos taken by OM Stephanie Kalber can be seen here. 

Annual Dinner
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Young at Heart Dinner 
at the National Liberal Club

1965
No contact information for 1965 
leavers:
Atkinson Peter Jeremy
Beavis Richard Campbell
Buchanan Andrew Martin
Calderara Stephen
Cameron Edward Arthur Balfour
Culver Robert
Franks Anthony John
Hallpike Timothy Richard
Hannan Paul Walker
Hostler John Martin
Jenkins Peter Anthony
Koetser David Henry
McDonald John Gordon
Mitchell Jonathan Stuart
Newsholme Richard John

Year group reunions at 
Mill Hill School
1965 Leavers’ Reunion on Saturday 13th June

Richard Barker/Chris Maunder Taylor/Martin Sykes/Peter Wakeham are all helping 
to organise a reunion of 1965 leavers. Please spread the word amongst your 
contemporaries. We have no contact information for the 1965 leavers listed below 
so if you know of their whereabouts, please do get in touch with us or ask them to 
contact:
Shalaka in the Club office e: sk@millhill.org.uk  
t: 0208 906 7949

1955 Leavers’ Reunion on Saturday 3rd October
1955 Leavers’ Reunion on Saturday 3rd October at Mill Hill School

Contact Stuart Hibberdine 
e: hibb@btinternet.com 
t: 020 8761 5233

Save the Date

Early one morning in February this year 
I received a very unexpected telephone 
call from OM Chris Davies (Murray 1967-
72). Chris and fellow OM Vik Gudenian 
(School House 1968-73) wanted to invite 
me to their annual dinner for old rugby 
friends known as ‘Young at Heart’ at the 
National Liberal Club on Wednesday 12th 
November, as a tribute to Tim my late 
husband. I was informed that I would be 
the only lady in a group of approximately 
70 men, I was extremely surprised to say 
the least! My son, Simon, also an OM, 
encouraged me to attend saying that 
I would really enjoy myself. Not one to 
pass up on the challenge of spending an 
evening in the company of 70 men I duly 
accepted.

As the date got closer I questioned the 
wisdom and my sanity of having accepted 
the invitation but Vik was insistent that I 
should come and promised that I would 
be looked after very well which, indeed, 
proved to be the case.

On arriving at the NLC I straight away 
bumped into Chris Davies and Paul Witten 
and when I arrived in the library where 

drinks were served there were many OMs 
whom I hadn’t seen for a long time and 
many whom I see on a regular basis. The 
OMs are, by and large, a wonderful group 
of individuals who are always very polite, 
friendly and able to talk to anyone.

I was escorted into dinner by Andrew 
Kenning, an old friend of Tim’s, and during 
the course of the evening tributes were 
paid to Tim, Francis Mann and John Reid. 
Tales were told, songs were sung and a 
very convivial time was had by all.

Vik Gudenian works very hard at organising 
the dinner and he certainly succeeds at 
getting a very eclectic bunch of OMs and 
friends together who all seem to enjoy 
spending time in each other’s company. 
Long may it continue.

A huge thank you to Vik and Chris for 
inviting me – I’m sure Tim would have had 
a good laugh if he had known because he 
knew how much I like parties and meeting 
people and Simon was right – I did enjoy 
myself.

Ann Bunyard

Property 
Dinner 

Graham Chase has taken over 
the Chair of the “OMs in Property 
Group” from Stuart Hibberdine who 
has been the Chairman since the 
group first came together over 25 
years ago. Michael Peskin continues 
to organise the group. 

Our thanks go to Stuart Hibberdine 
for his years of loyal service.
Graham writes, 

‘Stuart Hibberdine is 
a Past Master of the 
Worshipful Company 
of Chartered Surveyors 
and has for many years 
given me great advice 
and guidance in many 
areas which has been of 
significant benefit to me. 
It is a privilege to take 
over from his careful and 
successful stewardship 
of the OMs in Property 
group which has grown 
from half a dozen 
members to about 100.’

Golfing Dinner & AGM
The OMGS held its Annual General Meeting and dinner on the 
28th November at Home House. Over 50 members attended the 
evening and elected Anthony Ward to be Captain for the next 2 
years succeeding Tony Smith who completed his tenure as Captain 
by handing over the “Captains putter” to Anthony. 

Match results during the year included two wins, one draw, three 
losses and in the triangular match we came third out of the three 
competing teams. For our Society however particularly in social 
games, it is the taking part rather than the winning that matters and 
we maintain many friendships and have much pleasure.

Home House provided an excellent dinner which was greatly 
enjoyed by all those who attended which on this occasion 
included a number of guests in particular Dean Halford, Director of 
Golf at the London Golf Academy at Mill Hill School as well as the 
Captain, Jordan, and Vice Captain, Rishi of the School Golf Team.   
The evening concluded with an auction of four specially presented 
lots raising £3,000.00 towards the Foundation Appeal.

South West Dinner
Twenty six gathered in the pavilion at the Somerset County 
Cricket Club in Taunton for this biennial dinner. Robert Priestley 
(70-72), our host, arranged a very good meal preceded by a 
‘grace’ thoughtfully delivered by Michael Henderson (46-50) and 
dedicated to the words of Sir John McClure when he spoke in 1920 
of those Millhillians killed in World War I. 

After the meal Rodney Coffin (55-58) stepped in at short notice 
and amusingly reminisced on his time at Mill Hill before offering 
a toast to the School. The Headmaster replied and briefed the 
group on current developments in the Foundation, in particular 
the Mount International School project. I reported to the guests 

on the Lifetime Membership project and on the measures the 
Club is adopting to make itself more pertinent and valued by the 
forthcoming increasing number of young members. 

Nick Priestnall described the current effectiveness of the bursary 
schemes and gently encouraged those present to consider making 
small regular contributions towards this important initiative. On a 
personal level, I was delighted to catch up with John Milnes (53-
58) who played in the same OMs rugby team with me about 40 
years ago. His recollections of our post-match fluid replacement 
measures were chastening. This pleasant evening concluded with 
Paul Audemars (52-57) in the bar of the Castle Hotel when he and 
I put the world to right.

Russell Cowan
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Achievers

The School was delighted to welcome rising star OM Mason 
Caton-Brown (Ridgeway 2009-11) who visited recently and spoke 
to members of the 1st XV and U16 teams and gave a coaching 
session on the offload.

Mason was vice-captain of the 1st XV (coached by Graeme 
Turner and Alun Rise) and represented the Independent School 
Barbarians team on their tour to Zimbabwe. He has, this year, 
finished his first full season of playing pro rugby league in the 
Super League, firstly for the London Broncos and, because of his 

Alex Loudon (Weymouth 2003-08) 
designed  the commemorative 50 pence 
coin for the Glasgow Commonwealth 
Games. It was a major achievement for 
24 year old Alex who has previously won 
the Product Design prize whilst he was 
at School and studied Product Design at 
Falmouth University. 

Alex was working for ‘Tangerine’ a 
consultancy company when he was 
appointed by the Royal Mint to design the 
50 pence coin. Alex’s initials are on every 
single coin. 60 million coins were minted 
and put in circulation in Scotland in time 
for the Games. 

Alex is now at the Royal College of Art. 
You can read an interview with Alex on the 
royal mint blog. http://blog.royalmint.com/
glasgow-2014-50p-design/

exceptional performances with them, was scouted by numerous 
Clubs and has now signed for the Salford Red Devils, scoring 
an exceptional try on his debut. The try and his recent interview 
on BBC Sport can be found here http://www.bbc.co.uk/sport/0/
rugby-league/28315744 

Tom Lindsay
Another rising star is Tom Lindsay (Priestley 2001-06) who is looking 
forward to the move from High Wycombe to Coventry with WASPS.

Mason Caton-Brown visits MHS

Congratulations to Old Millhillian Simon 
Gerrard (McClure 1981-86) who has been 
installed in the prestigious role of the 
President of the National Association of 
Estate Agents one of the leading industry 
bodies.

Martyn Gerrard Estate Agents is a family 
run business and celebrated 50 years in 
business this year. Set up by Martyn, who 
remains as Chairman, the Company is run 
by his son Simon as Managing Director. 

Many congratulations to Graham Chase (Burton Bank 1966-72) on his significant 
achievements – Graham reports…

‘I was installed as Master of the Worshipful Company of Chartered Surveyors on Monday 
20th October 2014 at Plaisterers Hall. My two guest speakers were Mr Nigel Wray (OM) 
City of London entrepreneur and investor and Chairman of Saracens Rugby and The Right 
Honourable the Lord Neuberger of Abbotsbury, President of the Supreme Court of the 
UK and former Master of the Rolls. There were 300 at the dinner which included several 
Old Millhillians; Marcel Mann and his wife Cheryl, Lt Colonel Ashley Manton and his wife 
Melanie, Stewart Wernham and his wife Gina, Viken Gudenian, John Sleath and his wife 
Sandra, Graham Drake and his wife Angela, Archie Galloway, former Master at Mill Hill Tim 
Corbett who taught me with his wife Robin and the Headmaster of Mill Hill Dr Dominic 
Luckett and his wife Cara.’

Graham Chase

Simon Gerrard

Alex Loudon

From left to right:
Lady Davies, Senior Warden; The Right 
Honourable the Lord Neuberger of 
Abbotsbury; Mr Graham Chase, Master 
of the Worshipful Company of Chartered 
Surveyors (OM); Mr Nigel Wray (OM); 
William Hill, Junior Warden.

The Evening of Tuesday 25th November 
saw the return of ‘Unplugged’ at Mill Hill 
to its original form of an informal jamming 
session in an intimate performance space.  
Pupils auditioned for the opportunity to 
perform with their own bands or alongside 
a professional house band.  

We were delighted that ‘Room 6’, made 
up of OMs Shahi Ghani (Atkinson 06-11), 
Chad Vigano (Atkinson 06-11) and Dan 
Stern (Weymouth 09-12) accepted the 
invitation to be the house band for the 
evening and, as well as working with all 
the established and emerging talent at the 
school, entertained us with some of their 
own songs. 

The pupils had worked extremely hard and 

Shahi Ghani, 
Chad Vigano & 
Dan Stern

top quality performances were given by 
young Pop artists from all year groups.  A 
special mention should go to the members 
of staff who devoted considerable 
rehearsal time to perfecting the numbers 
Big Yellow Taxi, Vincent and Haven’t Met 
You Yet.  Overall it was a stunning evening 

of performances from pupils, staff and 
OMs.  The future of Pop music at Mill Hill is 
very bright indeed.

Kevin Kyle (Director Musical 
Performance)
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Well done to OM Michael Wong (McClure 
1977-83) who was selected to represent 
England at the European Seniors Badminton 
Championships in Portugal in September. 
Michael and his partner (pictured right) 
got to the third round beating a pair from 
Finland, then a pair from Poland, eventually 
losing to a German pair. The German pair 
made it through to the finals.

Michael hopes to get selected for the World 
Championships next year.

Nancy Wallinger
In November, Mr Graeme Turner (Housemaster of McClure) took 
the McClure Sixth Form to see ‘The Play That Goes Wrong’, being 
shown at the Duchess Theatre until the end of September 2015. 

This was of particular relevance as OM, Nancy Wallinger 
(McClure 2002-07) is performing in the show and gives a fantastic 
performance. Mr Turner commented, ‘It is a brilliant show with 
plenty of laughs and I would definitely recommend that you go and 
see it’. Nancy and the rest of the cast met up with them after the 
show and she really appreciated the visit. 

Ashley 
Kumar
Another thespian OM also 
doing us proud at the 
moment is Ashley Kumar 
(Priestley) who is currently 
performing at Trafalgar 
Studios in ‘East is East’.

Ben, in his final year at Cambridge, invited Philip Keller along 
as Guest Conductor, who was able to fulfil a lifelong dream in 
conducting an orchestra. Maestro, Ben Glassberg was certainly 
impressed and it made for a splendid night that was enjoyed by all. 
Both were former McClurians and Heads of School. 

Ben conducts with the LYSO; an orchestra he put together 
sometime ago (see www.lyso.org.uk) performed recently at Saint 
Sepulchre-Without-Newgate Church on Giltspur Street in Central 
London to raise money for The National Children’s Orchestras of 
Great Britain. 

Please keep your news coming – we are delighted to read about your achievements.

Michael Wong Ben Glassberg & 
Philip Keller

Harry Melling
Harry Melling (McClure 2003-07) who after a critically acclaimed 
transfer off-Broadway and a sold-out run at High Tide Festival 
2014 will be performing his play ‘Peddling’ at the Arcola Theatre 
in March.

Felix Francis (Burton Bank 1966-71) is the younger son of thriller-writing legend, Dick 
Francis, with whom he co-wrote the last four Dick Francis novels, with Felix taking an 
increasingly greater role in the writing. Damage published in September 2014 is Felix’s 
fourth solo Dick Francis novel. The books are best sellers on both sides of the Atlantic.

The School was honoured to welcome Felix and his wife Debbie in September 2014 
to conduct a seminar on writing a best seller.  Felix remembered conversations around 
the Francis breakfast table being somewhat unconventional. “The production of a Dick 
Francis novel has always been a mixture of inspiration, perspiration and teamwork. 

The first one was published when I was nine, and I grew up in a house where breakfast 
talk would be about the damage a bullet might do to a man’s guts rather than the more 
mundane topics of everyday life”, he says.  He also recalled that while in the 6th Form 

he and his physics teacher researched 
the creation of explosion on board an 
aeroplane which featured in one of his 
father’s novels. Felix generously offered 
signed copies of Damage to those 
attending and provided one to the Old 
Millhillians Club. 

Felix and Debbie enjoyed a tour around 
the School, which included a visit to 
his old House, Burton Bank, and to the 
Science Building.  This was of particular 
interest to him as he spent a lot of time 
there before going on to study physics 
at London University and to teach it for 
17 years. 

They were given tea in the Old 
Millhillians Room and he enjoyed 
seeing the photographs of illustrious 
and successful Old Millhillians and is 
pleased to know that he will be joining 
them in 2015.

Felix Francis

Tim Jones (Collinson 
1970-75) is now 
General Counsel 
of England 2015, 
the organising 
committee for the 
Rugby World Cup, 
and so continues the 

long Millhillian connection with Twickenham. 
Tim retired from law firm Freshfields in 2013 
after 32 years. His professional interest in 
major sports events came from leading 
Freshfields’ ten year involvement in the 
preparations for London 2012. Rugby is of 
course familiar ground for Tim: he played in 
the School 1st XV for four years and went 
on to win two blues at Oxford as well as 
representing Wales B and the Barbarians. 
Tim is also Chairman of TourAid children’s 
charity and trustee of Safer London; 
Connection at St Martins; and Access Sport.

Tim Jones
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Halford Hewitt
The Halford Hewitt is often called the 
greatest amateur golf competition in the 
World.

We are ranked 50th out of 64 and drew 
Berkhamsted, a team with a good 
reputation. Mill Hill lost two matches but 
won the fourth and fifth. 

One up in the last, a missed putt by 
Berkhamsted sent us through. Round two 
was against Repton ranked number 12. 
After competing closely with them the result 
was a decisive 4:1 sending shock waves at 
Sandwich. We would probably be playing 
Charterhouse in the next round, the greatest 
of all Hewitt Schools. 

They had a tough match against Whitgift 
and expected to win that, but they didn’t!

At Deal and with the match at two all, the 
Ward Brothers were all square so everyone 
gathered on the 16th green. The hole was 
halved in par. Anthony’s short drive on the 
17th left Frank 240 yards into the wind over 
the bunkers. His 3 wood was one of THE 
great shots that course must have seen, 
carrying the bunkers and chasing onto the 
green only 15ft away from the pin. Whitgift 
hit over the back and after a poor chip, Mill 
Hill were one up. At the 18th Frank drove 
long but into rough and Whitgift were on 
the fairway. Their second shot however 
went towards a ditch. Frank’s majestic long 
iron nearly landed in the hole. The Whitgift 
ball was found in the ditch and they had 
to drop back. In one of the great Hewitt 

shocks Mill Hill beat Whitgift to earn a 
quarter final place.

We had no time to change shoes and had to 
grab a sandwich. The quarter final against 
Kings Canterbury was our last hurrah. The 
match was over quickly but it couldn’t 
diminish our great achievement in beating 
three schools all ranked well above us.

Anything can happen in foursomes match 
play. We seldom have more than 10 names 
available to play in the Hewitt. Most teams 
whittle 20 or so, down to the 12 that make 
the trip. Our prospects rely on new people 
who feel they can compete, trying to make 
team selection. 

It would be great to find some extra players 
who would like to experience this great event.

S
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R
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OM Shooting Club
The Old Millhillians Shooting Club saw its inaugural competition on OMs day on the 20th 
September.  Those that competed were Andrew Millet, Andy Wispianski, Guy Bewsher and 
Ken Bowley. The format of the day was .22 Prone 30 shots at 25 yards.   After reminiscing 
and sharing shooting stories the competition started.  All four competitors scored well but 
it was Ken Bowley who secured the winning trophy after scoring consistently on all three 
cards, scoring a total of 292 (out of 300).  Special thanks goes to Anthony Norrington for 
making this all possible. We are hoping that this competition may become a permanent 
feature in the calendar; and that we might also have one or two other competitions during 
the year. If you, or anyone that you are still in contact with shoots .22 then please contact 
Andrew Millet on amillet@wisteria.co.uk.

(photos from the 2014 Old Millhillians Shooting Club competition)
Andrew Millet (Ridgeway 1981-86)

It was a mixed season for the 1st XI in the re-
structured Saracens Hertfordshire league, 
now playing in the new Championship 
division, one down from the Premier. With 
7 wins, 8 losses and 2 draws the side still 
managed a creditable 4th place though 
by its own standards this was slightly 
disappointing having finished in the top 
3 since 2007. Steve Selwood, one of the 
best cricketers to come out of the School, 
secured the league batting award for some 
scintillating performances, amassing 911 
runs at an average of 75.92, with a top 
score of 145*. 

Doug Pyrke did an excellent job as new 
skipper of the 2nd XI and against tough 
opposition steered the side to a safe 16th 
place. Adnan Mohammed is a strong 

contender for the Division 3 bowling award 
with 20 wickets at 9.10 and best bowling of 
6-32. Also in the 3s, the ever youthful and 
reliable veteran, Steve Lyall, took 41 league 
wickets at 15.29, with best bowling of 5-22. 
Surely he’s got another season left in him!
Belmont pupil, Rudra Bhoja, became the 
first junior player from TMCC to be called 
up by Middlesex’s U13 squad. 

Rudra impressed both Borough and 
Regional coaches during two festivals to 
earn his place. He also made his senior 
debut in the 3rd XI, taking a wicket in the 
penultimate game of the season. The junior 
section, under the stewardship of Head 
Coach, Steve Selwood, goes from strength 
to strength with good numbers of players 
joining from nearby Belmont and Mill Hill.

The refurbished outdoor practice nets were 
dedicated to the memory of Tim Bunyard 
in August, with family and many friends of 
Tim’s in attendance.

Once again, the Sussex Tour was a 
thoroughly enjoyable time, both on and 
off the field, with comfortable wins against 
Havant [yes, I know it’s in Hampshire!] and 
Patrick Nolan’s Preston Nomads side. 
Finally, the firework night attracted over 
2000 spectators and was by all accounts 
‘the best ever’.

Anyone interested in joining the club, 
whether as a social member, junior, lady 
or mens’ player can contact Steve via the 
website www.totteridgemillhillians.com.
Stewart Wernham (1974-79)

The 2014 Old Millhillians Shooting Club 
competition

Totteridge Millhillians Cricket Club – TMCC

OM Golf Day vs MHS

The match took place at The Shire on 
Tuesday 23 September with 2 teams of 12. 
It was  played in a great spirit and ended 
in a 3-3 draw. It was great to resurrect this 
fixture as we hadn’t played this match in 
quite a few years. It was good to see some 

of the younger members of the society 
playing and was possibly the strongest 
line ups we have seen in the match for 
many years. Both Anthony Ward and Dean 
Halford spoke in the clubhouse after about 
the importance of the match bringing the 

OMGS and the School closer together. It 
was also nice to see former members of the 
common room, Dai Rees and Tim Corbett 
playing for the OMGS. We look forward to 
next year’s match’.
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Tu Linh Nguyen  
(Collinson 2010-14) 

I was anxious and nervous not knowing 
what to expect for the seven weeks I was 
going to spend in Madagascar volunteering 
for ReefDoctor. I had the most incredible 
seven weeks adventure in this little village 
of Ifaty on the Bay of Ranobe, South 
Madagascar. 

The journey to the ReefDoctor site was not 
easy, mostly due to the lack of French I 
possessed and the general transportation 
in Madagascar. However, I was welcomed 
in almost instantly by other volunteers and 
staff, and soon enough, it seemed like I had 
been here for ages. 

Within the next few weeks, I was required 
to complete my Science Training which 
means learning to identify different types 
of corals, invertebrates and fishes to be 
recorded in the monthly survey. The training 
period involved doing underwater IDs, 
mimic transect line, coral table cleaning 
and passing an exam at the end. 
 
Every morning, we would get up early and 
dive. It was a mental challenge everyday to 
jump down into the cold winter water at 6 in 
the morning but it was always worth it! Our 
dives were conducted within the lagoon on 
a few specific Marine Protected sites close 
to ReefDoctor.

Life is very simple in the village of Ifaty. 
The village comprised of roughly 300 
inhabitants called the Vezo which means 
they are a fishing village. The locals speak 
mainly Vezo dialect with a little bit of 
French. They live in thatched leaves hut 
close together extended inward from the 
Bay with only one primary school built 
with help from ReefDoctor after a storm 
destroyed it. 

At ReefDoctor, we lived in huts just like 
the villagers. There is no electricity line 
or running water, everything was done by 
hand. We get to charge our phones for 
three hours a day, no Internet, shower by 
taking a bucket and no light. Every evening 
we had dinner in the most stunning sunset 
by the sea waiting as the night full of stars 
take hold. 

Alongside with our daily work, volunteers 
were also encouraged to get involved as 
much as possible with other projects. This 
meant helping the aquaculture project, 
which involves a strenuous trek through 
an extensive seagrass bed amidst the fear 
of stepping on sea urchins, to build sea 
cucumber and seaweed farm. Several days 
of the month were dedicated to fisheries 
where we would wait to ID the fishermen’s 
catches to build up data in the monthly 
survey. 

I have learnt so much about the marine 
environment and the coral reef system 
within just a few weeks.  
 
The most memorable moment for me was 
the release of two incredibly beautiful 
turtles back to the sea. On top of that, 
seeing a extraordinary pair of humpback 
whales – mother and calf on one of our 
dives was just unbelievable. Everyday, I got 
to sit by the sea and watch the stunning 
sunset go as the starry night took hold. 
Then there was the mind-blowing scenery.
 
I felt immersed in the Malagasy culture and 
was so sad I had to part with all the friends 
I’ve made at ReefDoctor. 

The lessons I’ve learnt from this trip:

1. Things never go to plan but relax, 
that’s part of the fun!

Getting around Madagascar rarely ever 
goes according to plan. I have learnt to stay 
calm and have a laugh because virtually 
every single journey I have taken has been 
‘interesting’.

2. Learnt the local language
This was definitely my gateway into the 
Malagasy culture. As part of our work, we 
held English lessons for children and adults 
from the village. My basic Malagasy proved 
to be very useful to translate some words in 
English into Malagasy. In returns, the kids 
taught me how to count in Malagasy!

3. The People
I have to say the most important 
component of my whole experience was all 
the people I met over the 7 weeks. I have 
made so many friends and was inspired by 
so many for their love for the ocean and the 
environment from all walks of life. 

Thank you for giving me the most incredible 
experience in Madagascar that I could ever 
ask for. Without the generosity from the Old 
Millhillian and the support of my friends 
and family, I wouldn't be able to have had 
such an opportunity.

If you are a young OM or recent leaver who is taking a gap year or a challenge 
to raise money for charity or indeed any worthwhile adventure, you can apply 
to the OM Sponsorship fund. The Club offers up to £300 towards the cost of 
undertaking the activity.  It is important to note that the money is for the OM not 
the charity.  All you need to do is complete a form and if successful, submit a 
short article with some pictures for Martlet.

In the past we have had medics on their elective years, OMs raising money for 
various charities by climbing Mount Kilimanjaro and up to Everest Base Camp, 
an OM who undertook research on species of fish in Fiji, work experience in 
Hong Kong and an archeological dig in Italy! 

OM Sponsorship Fund for young 
OMs & recent leavers

OMC Rugby
The 2014/2015 season started with a newly installed Chairman, 
John Gallagher leading the club.  The 1st XV, playing in the 
Middlesex and Herts First Division, has struggled to compete with 
other clubs who have larger resources in terms of playing man 
power.  The OMRFC is now an open club and we rely heavily on 
attracting guest players to supplement the small flow of players 
who come through Mill Hill School.  The results in the season 
so far, have been a disappointment with only one match having 
been won, the remaining 8 being lost.  The club needs more Old 
Millhillians to join as active players and, with the training ground 
at Allianz Park, the facilities are genuinely superb.  Support is 

needed in addition, from those 
who have now retired from 
playing but whose support on 
the touch line is enormously 
important to the players.  The 
recently retired Chairman, 
David Webster, has kept the club moving forward in some of its 
toughest times and continues to be a pillar of strength particularly 
as he has remained in charge of the bar at Headstone Lane.  There 
are no words sufficient to express the clubs gratitude for David’s 
efforts and commitment towards this club.
Please contact me if you and any OM friends would like to play for 
the OMRFC – your Club needs you! 
Noyan Nihat (1982-88) – Honorary Secretary, OMRFC

After months of trials and tribulations, the inaugural Old Millhillians 
Touch Rugby Tournament kicked off on the sunny climbs of Top 
field in front of an impressive crowd. Not totally sure if they came 
for the rugby or the catering as both equally good!

The 5 teams that entered the group stage included the Teachers 
team led by Graeme Turner, the current Schoolboys 1st XV under 
Oli Matizzi, the 2008 graduates by Sami Aintaoui and Saul Zulman, 
the Old Millhillians which was a mixture of current OM players who 
are actively involved in Headstone Lane shenanigans, led by Joe 
Fitzpatrick and Max Coupe-King and finally the 2010 graduates, 
led by Alex Leighton with able support from Sam Rozenkranz, Seb 
Jacobs, Greg Walsh, Charlie O’Shea and many more.

Some breath taking rugby aided by some not so breath taking 
refereeing culminated in the Cup Final being contested between 
the Schoolboys and the 2008 graduates. The Plate Final was a 
skirmish between the Teachers and the 2010 team. The schoolboys 
superior fitness levels led them to the Gold prize with the 2010 
team having too much nous for the bedraggled teachers who put 

up a brave fight.

A great day ended beautifully with the 
medal presentations and the cutting of 
the celebration cake devised by Alex 
Leighton in the shape of a replica Old 
Millhillians shirt, made of chocolate 
and vanilla sponge with chocolate and 
white horizontal stripes in the icing. Even the OM Crest was on the 
cake! Many thanks to the Theodorou clan eclectically servicing the 
barbeques with healthy options. A good time was had by all. 

This euphoria carried itself into the Old Millhillians 1st team who 
recorded a massive win against a high flying Barnet opposition 
shortly after the tournament had come to an end. Great Rugby, 
Great Food and Great Fun – what more do you need?
See you all next year. Please contact me if you would like to take 
part next year.

Pany Theodorou (Murray 2005-10)

Tag Rugby tournament on 18th October at Mill Hill School
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Forthcoming Events 2015
13th February Hockey Match vs MHS  
 Contact: Club Office sk@millhill.org.uk

5th March  Property Dinner  
National Liberal Club. Contact: Mike Peskin    
Michael.Peskin@balfourbeatty.com

11th March  Inaugural Young Entrepreneurs Event venue tbc

19th March Inaugural Medical Event
  Royal Society of Medicine. Organiser: Dr Russell 

Cowan  cowans@btinternet.com

23rd April  Inaugural Media & Communications Event  
venue: Frontline Club, London

30th April City Dinner
  Bleeding Heart Restaurant, London. Organiser: 

Solon Satanas Solon.Satanas@tradition.com

8th May  Cambridge Dinner  
Trinity College, Cambridge. Contact  David Short & 
Jim Roberts dmvshort@googlemail.com

15th May Engineers Dinner
  Bleeding Heart Restaurant, London.  

Organiser: Gordon Mizner

21st May  Liverymens Lunch  
The Guildhall, London. Contact: Archie Galloway  
archiegalloway@hotmail.com

13th June   1965 Leavers Reunion  
Mill Hill School. Contact Peter Wakeham & Chris 
Maunder Taylor  peter@wakeham.net

24th June   AGM & Cocktail Party  
National Liberal Club, London. Organiser: Club 
office sk@millhill.org.uk 

Silk Ties 
 Country & Town £25.00 
 Extra long £27.50 
 Non crease £30.00 
Silk untied bow ties £17.00 
Cufflinks - Enamel £15.00 
Sturgeon print of MHS (unframed) £50.00 
Mill Hill School 1907  (unframed)  £10.00 
Blazer buttons 6S 4L £49.00 
Blazer buttons 8S 6L £65.00 
Crystal Tankard £25.00 
Hat Band £5.00 
Golf Umbrella  £35.00 
Blazer Badges  £12.00

 

Pashmina £25.00 
Silk Square £25.00 
Mens Scarf £20.00

Merchandise Price List

Top Terrace from the Quad 
By Tim Corbett. A fine art print on quality 
paper. Size 12” x 15”  £18.00 + postage


